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International Uniform, 8.—Jeremiah and the Bahy- 
Jonian Crisis. Jeremiah 7: 1-26; 9:1-9; 15: 1-10; 
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Forgive, O Lord 
By Laurel Erstmine M. Nicolson 


ORGIVE, O Lord, our fetters 
When thou didst make us free, 


Forgive, O Lord, this blindness 
. When thou didst make us see. 


Forgive, O Lord, our listening 
To men instead of thee. 








’An Index.to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1923, both general and classified by depart- 
ments, by titles, and by authors, giving also titles and 
authors of books noticed, may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, for 15 cents a copy. 


Pe) 
The Blessing of the Static 


Modernists speak contemptuously of “static” 
Christianity. The Modernist declares that “the mod- 
ern mind” is the only mind that moves forward and is 
progressive. -To him, the religion of Modernism is 
constantly improving, and is “dynamic,” as over against 
the stationary, motionless “static” religion of the con- 
setvative or fundamentalist Christian. But God's 
Word has a great deal to’say about the blessing of the 
unchangeable and the immovable... And the Bible knows 
no religion but Christ: and he is “the same yester- 
day, to-day, and forever.” Even in secular matters 
Modernists themselves recognize that there are cer- 
tain static things that have their usefulness, — the mul- 

. tiplication table, for instance: they would doubtless 
admit that the Twentieth Century has not improved 
upon the multiplication table of the First Century. 
And because a man ge the multiplication table as 
static and unchangeable, that man is not prevented from 
moving forward im many ways in his use of the un- 
changeable laws of arithmetic. “Static” comes from 
the Greek word statikos, “causing to stand.” We are 
told, concerning the true Christian, that one of the 
blessings of his Christianity is that “God is able to 
make him stand” (Rom. 14:4). What the Modernist 
overlooks is that there can be no such thing as progress 
and power without immovable and unshakable foun- 






dations; and those foundations are the two Words of 
God: Christ and the Bible. As Dr. David James Bur- 
rell has said, in a sermon on “Fundamentals”: “The 
Christian is ‘dynamic’ only because his foundations are 
‘static. His character rises like a growing super- 
structure on fundamentals that cannot be moved. If a 
mathematician were to insist on going back continually 
to prove the axioms he would never so much as cross 
the pons asinorum. Some things must be regarded as 
settled ‘once for all.’” A striking evidence that Chris- 
tianity is both static and dynamic is seen in God’s Word 
concerning the “Rock of Ages,” for we read of “that 
spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was 
Christ” (1 Cor. 10:4). 
“~ 


Allowed to Surrender 


“Why should I have to surrender?” is the ques- 
tion that springs to the lips of many who are asked 
to yield their lives wholly to the Lord. The question 
is a mistaken one. They do not have to surrender. 
But perhaps they can learn a lesson from a youn 
Japanese wife. iguchi San, the Japanese pastor o 
a small Methodist church in Kyoto, has blessedly held 
up the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, and in the first 
two years of his ministry there the membership more 
than doubled. He asked James Cuthbertson, of the 
Japan Evangelistic Band, to lead meetings in his 
church. Many came; and one day, while the evan- 

elist was speaking on “Full Surrender,” a young 
Jepencoe married woman received Christ as her Sav- 
iour. After the address was finished she came up to 
spea thank him for his share in the great. 
-blessmg that—had..come fo-fer, And she said: “I’m 
crying, but these are tears of joy that God has al- 
lowed me to present my ‘body to him.” She was over- 
whelmed by the unspeakable privilege that God had 
actually given her: that, after Christ had presented 
his own body as her substitute sin-bearer, and had 
died for her sins, now she, having received him as 
Saviour, was actually permitted to present her body 

ee 

Are Our Mission 

ANY conservative Christians, of every denom- 

ination the world around, are deeply concerned 

to-day about unsoundness in the body of mis- 

sionaries representing the Christian Church in the 

foreign field; and it is generally believed that one root 

cause of this is unsoundness in the mission boards. 

Of course any suclf wnsoundness in the boards is but 

an expression. of the unsoundness that permeates the 

professing Christian Church as a whole. If the boards 

are unsound, they are no more to blame than the 

Church as a whole; one is but a small cross-section 
of the other. 

The Sunday School Times, before now, has given 
expression to its concern as to this. The Editor of 
this paper, when in 1920 with Dr. W. H. Griffith 
Thomas he spent almost six months in the mission 
fields of the Far East, found so many conclusive and 
distressing evidences of Modernism among the mis- 
sionaries that he was convinced that the criticisms 
made by others understated, rather than overstated, 
the regrettable facts. In the four years since then 
abundant evidence has been forthcoming from many 
directions, and the crisis in the Church in America 
to-day is acute. : 

Meantime various foreign missionary boards have 
been: issuing statements intended ‘to restore the con- 
fidence that has been sorely shaken. The boards have 
made official declarations of their own soundness and 
of the soundness of their entire missionaty personnel. 

As a result, earnest Christians are at a loss to know 
what: to believe. For example, a Presbyterian pastor 
in the West writes to The Sunday School Times: 

In our*church school we take The Sunday School Times 
for our teachers’ help, and for general reading. Through 
this we have had spread the reports concerning the un- 
soundness of our Presbyterian missionaries. It is a con- 
stant source of perplexity to our people. Especially is this 
true, when our Foreign Board denies the reports, and chal- 
lenges the proof, which so far has not. been forthcoming. 

It is a grave situation. If the condition of unsoundness 
exists in other denominations and not in our own, it should 


be plainly so stated. If it éxists in our own, we should 
know it in unmistakable facts presented upon unquestion- 





“a living sacrifice, holy [by the blood of Jesus], ac- 
ceptable unto God, which is [her] your reasonable 
service.” No, she did not have to surrender, but she 
was allowed to do so. When we see as clearly as this 
young Japanese wife, we shall praise God with her, 
for time and eternity, that we were allowed to sur- 


render. 
Pad 
The Second Death ¢ 


Have you ever thought what it would mean to 
ou to hear of “the second death” for the first time? 
an Crawford has just written a letter to the Editor, 

from the Luanza Mission in the Belgian Congo, which 
describes this in a memorable way. “Let me give you 
one instance of how ene old-fashioned phrase from 
His Word delivers unto salvation. Cold and casual 
to an American, it was that stabbing sentence, ‘The 
Second Death.’ Now try and imagine (but oh, you 
cannot!) what a strange thing thi frican sinner has 
struck in such an incredible never known in 
all the centuries of African night, The Second Death, 
Why, a man, any man, of any color, can only die once. 
Once, only once! It is their everlasting jibe. It ig 
their cheapest comment, that any sort of man can only 
die once. And here comes a new phase of the dig- 
nity of our work. Here comes a new point of prestige 
for the old mud mission house. What? So a man can 
really die twice? So this Second Death is as end- 
less as Eternity? So this is why the white mission- 
aries ‘hurried’ (?) to tell the awful tale of such a 
wild warning. is Second Death is the key. No 
wonder (thinks he) we are at it »*eb* and day. If 
(aud there 18 no IF about~it), J thas—great doom 
lies ahead, then why not leave all.and come on, far on 
in, to warn their African tribes of the dark doom 
ahead? Thus it was in not one case but_in many 
that this initial phrase about The Second Death led 
them on to the eternal life in Christ. Praise! So 
TI ask you to prey for all such, and for us that God 
may keep us bright for Him.” 


Boards Unsound ? 


able authority. Our own Board of Foreign Missions is 
being compelled to cut its activities, and we are entitled 
to all the facts. May I have the privilege of hearing from 
you very soon and fully? 


The Editor of The Sunday School Times replied to 
this earnest letter, in part, as follows: 


The sad fact is that our Foreign Board, which denies 
the reports of Modernism among our missionaries, itself 
contains so many Modernists in jts own-membership and 
among its employed secretaries that it cannot, of course, 
be expected to deal with Modernism among our mis- 
sionaries. Over and over again conclusive evidence has 
been, placed in the hands of our Board. I have given them 
such evidence myself, with names and places, concern- 
ing which there is no shadow of doubt as to the unsound- 
ness of one or another missionary; but they do nothing 
with the evidence, or deny that there is any unsound- 
ness. The root difficulty lies in the fact that members and 
secretaries of the Foreign Board do not mean, by the word 
“unsound” what the conservative evangelical Christians 
mean by the same word. It is a most distressing situation, 
and one upon which light is likely to-be thrown at our 
coming General Assembly. 


And now The Sunday School Times believes it owes 
a simple duty to its own readers, and to the Church 
at large, to state, in fuller detail than it has hitherto 
done, why it still believes that the charges of unsound- 
ness it has made are more than corroborated by the 
facts. The letter from this pastor asks about a single 
denomination, the (Northern) Presbyterian. That. 
denomination may properly be considered as an illus- 
tration of most other evangelical denominations to- 
day. But the Times would again record its convic- 
tion, as it has.done before, that the large body of mis- 
sionaries of: most denominations, including the Pres- 
byterian, are true, consecrated children of God, hold- 
ing to the old faith and the only Gospel and the whole 
Book. Yet there are, working together with these, so 
many unsound missionaries, and unsound board mem- 
bers, that the Christian testimony at home and abroad 
is seriously menac ; 

Members of: the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, for example, have taken this general posi- 
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tion: that, while undoubtedly there is unsoundness 
among missionaries in the foreign field, there is none 
among Presbyterian missionaries; or if there is, and if 
stich cases are reported to the Board, it will deal 
with them in the right way. 

If this position were borne’ out by the facts, it 
would be all that could be desired. But is it? 


Consider the case of a certain Presbyterian mis- 
sionary in Korea, serving under the Board. Some 
years ago he was teaching on the faculty of a Presby- 
terian Bible Institute in Korea. His teachings gave 
such offense, because of their doctrinal unsoundness, 
to the native Korean Christian Church that they asked 
him to clear away their own doubts as to his belief. 
He refused to do so, on the ground that he was not 
amenable to their (the native Korean) Presbytery. 
They then refused to include him in the teaching course 
of their Bible training class, which was conducted 
under the Korean Church. In view of this loss of con- 
fidence on the part of the Koreans, his own Mission 
Station refrained from renewing his appointment on 
the faculty of their Bible Institute. The missionary 
then said that unless he was reinstated on the faculty 
he would resign. But his Station replied that it could 
not see its way clear to reinstate him. 

He then made request of the Board at home that 
he transferred to the Japan Mission in Korea, to 
work among the Japanese living in Korea; and the 
Board granted his request. The details of just how 
this last move was completed are peculiar, and need 
not be gone into here. 

These faots are well known to the Board in Amer- 
ica. The position of the missionary is evident from 
that fact that he has stated that, even if he is what he 
has been accused of being, as to doctrinal position, the 
Presbyterian Church is “broad enough to include men 
on both sides,” 

A Christian young woman wrote to the Presbyterian 
Board for information concerning the doctrinal posi- 
tion of some of its members. The reply from the 
Board said that they presumed she had seen in The 
Sunday School Times the charges made regarding un- 
trustworthy missionaries, and explained that they had 
asked the Times for its authority for its statement, 
and that its Editor had named one missionary as a 
person who could give further information concern- 
ing unfaithful missionaries. 


A Board’s Defense of an Unsound Missionary 


One would naturally. suppose from the Board’s let- 
ter that the Editor of the Times had.been ‘able merely 
to suggest that one name as a source of. further in- 
formation. But the Board failed to explain that the 
Editor, in the same letter, had given the names of sev- 
eral other Presbyterian missionaries. with facts that 
indicated grave question as to their soundness., And 
this letter from the Editor to the Board reported the 
case of the missionary. in Korea. No satisfactory rec- 
ognition of these cases has, so far as known to The 
Sunday School Times, been made by. the Board; and 
concerning the missionary in Korea, the Board’s defense 
of its action in retaining him consisted of. the follow- 
ing three points: 


1. He is “a graduate of Auburn Seminary, a rec- 
ognized Seminary of the Presbyterian Church, the 
appointment of whose professors is ratified by the 
General Assembly.” 

But Auburn Seminary is conspicuous for its Mod- 
ernism, and after the General Assembly reiterated 
last spring its Five Essentials of doctrine, the -Semin- 
ary magazine published an editorial entitled “Is the 
Presbyterian Ministry Muzzled?” 


2. His Mission in the field never made any official 
complaint to the Board about hifh. 


3. He is a member of a Presbytery in America 
“which is counted one of our most conservative Pres- 
byteries.” 

In other words, although the Board has had full 
information about this missionary, because it has had 
no “official” question or complaint, it does nothing. 

The same Board recommends its missionaries while 
at home on furlough to study at another institution 
which does not hold or teach the conservative positions 
of Christianity but is well known for its Modernism. 

A Board secretary has written to The Sunday School 
Times that Dr. J. Walter Lowrie, whose ringing mes- 
sage on “Why I Joined the Bible Union of China,” 
published in the latter organization’s Bulletin and in 
The Sunday School Times of March 10, 1923, is a 
ringing challenge to all true believers to stand for the 
whole faith, “is not and does not pretend to be the 
mouthpiece of our Presbyterian missionaries in mat- 
ters of faith and practise. He is, however, a gentle- 
man of beautiful Christian life, and is one of the 
best known of the twelve to fourteen percent of our 
missionaries in China who have joined the Bible 
Union.” é 

That is a damaging statement. It was evidently a 
source of satisfaction to the Board secretary that only 
fourteen percent of their missionaries had allied them- 
selves with this sound missionary organization of af- 
firmation and protest. Why not more? Of course it 
by no means follows that all, or even the majority, 
who have not joined are unsound But there is rea- 
son to believe that of the eighty-six percent of Pres- 
byterian missionaries in China who, for one reason or 
another, do not see their way clear to become mem- 
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bers of the Bible Union, some are untrue to New Tes- 
tament Christianity. And the Board has been given 
reasons for believing this. 

But unsound boards or board representatives are not 
going to question ‘missionaries whose doctrinal de- 
nials are identical with the doctrinal denials of their 
board.. In other words, when conservative Christians 
complain to a foreign missionary board that this or 
that missionary is unsound, it must be remembered 
that the word “unsound” does not mean, to the board, 
what it means to the conservative Christian. When 
the. Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, in its 
official Statement recently issued, says: “The Board 
has considered every definite complaint regarding mis- 
sionaries, and has not found a single instance of un- 
faithfulness. If there is one missionary of the Board 
who is not true to the central doctrinal convictions of 
our Church, the Board does not know of him” —the 
Board does not mean by “unfaithfulness” what the 
conservative Christian Church means; and the Board 
does not mean by “central doctrinal convictions” what 
the evangelical Church and the General Assembly 
mean by such convictions. That is the heart of the 
whole matter, and that is why we have unsound mis- 
sionaries working with the knowledge and approval of 
our Beard. 


A Notorious Case of the Unsound Board Member 
Take, for example, the case of Dr. William P. 


Merrill, a prominent mémber of the Presbyterian | 


Board of Foreign Missions, and pastor of the Brick 
Presbyterian Church of New York. City. His case is 
typical of other board members in various denomin- 
ations. 

When the General Assembly, last May, stated for 
the third time in fourteen years that the Standards of 
that Church include the inerrancy of the. Bible, the 
virgin birth of Christ, the substitutionary atonement, 
the bodily resurrection of Christ, and the miracles, 
Dr. Merrill at once said publicly that the Assembly 
had “attempted to put a yoke on our necks which I, 
for one, will never wear.’ He has since said that, 
while he made this statement, “it indicates absolutely 
nothing about my own personal beliefs. It indicates 
only that I resented with all my soul, as I did and do, 
the attempt to take specific minor doctrines and make 
them a test for orthodoxy and good standing.” 

Later, in a vain attempt to restore confidence in his 
soundness of belief, Dr. Merrill made an avowal that 
included the fdllowing: . 

I believe the Scriptures to be the Word of God, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practise; I believe Jesus Christ 

. . died for our sins according to the Scriptures, rose 
from the dead on the third day according to the Scrip- 
tures . ... ‘ 


Now let us place alongside those “orthodox” state- 
ments of Dr. Merrill the following, which he has writ- 
teri in his article in The World’s Work for February, 
1924, and elsewhere: © 


I do not believe in the absolute and literal inerrancy of 
the Bible on all points: . It is not found in the Con- 
fession of Faith or in the Bible itself. 

When men begin to point out that ... the inspiration 
of' the Bible writers, while it may go far beyond, is akin 
to:that of poet and artist and musician; that the perfect 
divinity of Jesus, while it may be much more, is truly 
the supreme manifestation of the divine that is in all men 
and “rolls through all things,” ... the true Protestant re- 
joices and gives thanks. 

To make acceptance of the literal historical accuracy 
of every story in the Bible a test of Christian standing is 
to deny the real Protestant faith. 

* 





Gordon MacLennan’s 





Coming Articles 





HE REV. A. GORDON MacLENNAN 
will: report for The Sunday School Times 
the momentous actions of the (Northern) Pres- 
byterian General Assembly to be held begin- 
ning May 22, 1924, and continuing for ten days 
to two weeks, at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Mr. MacLennan, who is pastor of Bethany 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, was the sole 
member of the Committee or Bills and Over- 
tures, last year, who dared to decline to vote 
with the other twenty-two members as they 
sought ~to evade the Philadelphia Overture 
against Dr. Fosdick and his New York church. 
It was MacLennan’s minority report of one that 
saved the General Assembly, which reversed 
‘ the report of its Committee and reiterated the 
Five Essential Doctrines. 


This year Philadelphia Presbytery is overtur- 
ing the Assembly to direct that all board mem- 
bers, theological seminaries, and the like, be re- 
quired to affirm or reaffirm their acceptance of 
those Five Points. 

What will the Presbyterian General Assembly 
do with this overture? Christian people of all 
denominations the world around are praying: 
and waiting to see. Mr. MacLennan’s report in 
these columns will be worth waiting for. 
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Dr. Merrill overlooks the fact that the Presbyterian 
Confession of Faith says, concerning the Holy Scrip- 
ture, that “the entire perfection thereof” is one of the 
“arguments whereby it doth abundantly evident itself 
to be the Word of God.” As to whether the Bible 
itself claims to be wholly the Word of God, that is 
a truth concerning which conservative Christians are 
in no doubt. . 

Dr. Merrill objects to the General Assembly’s dec- 
laration of the Five Essentials because “it asserts, in 
its five points, that” there is “no real divinity in Jesus, 
unless it has a physical basis; through a particular 
kind of birth; no real resurrection unless bodily; no 
real atonement except through material blood.” 

Concerning the bodily resurrection Dr. Merrill says: 
“If any one says to me that he cannot believe that 
the body of our Lord rose from the dead, but that he 
does believe that Jesus Christ our Lord actually lived 
after his death, and showed himself to his followers, 
... I will count him a believer in the resurrection, and 
will jyége that he has the essence of faith in the res- 
urrection, So would Paul.” 

Writing in The Expositor (of London) in April, 
1923, an article with the title “An Evolutionist at Cal- 
vary,” Dr. Merrill said, as to what he means -by the 
atonement, “‘If A will lay down his life for B, then 
the spirit of A takes pessession of B, and lives on in 
him, and comes to dominate the race.’ There is atone- 
ment at work.” 

Thus the atonement, to Dr. Merrill, is a moral in- 
fluence. ; 

In the same article he says that “the cross ... is the 
one perfect illustration of the way God works to. get 
mankind forward.” The cross simply represents the 
principle of sacrifice, for “The stamp of divinity is 
on the one who dares to die. . . . What really. saves 
me, saves the individual, is not something which Jesus 
did nineteen hundred years ago. How can a past fact 
have. present vital power? It is not something done 
in the councils of eternity, mysteriously applied to my 
soul and to my destiny. At. least there is nothing 
there that the modern mind can get hold of and thereby 
find satisfaction.” 


Could one ask for a more complete repudiation of © 


the atoning death of Christ? 


Dr. Merrill’s Rejection of the Blood Gospel 

Dr. Merrill continues: “If I see thé ‘cross rightly, 
I shall see Christ as Lowell sees him, the revela- 
tion of the eternal sin-bearer ‘toiling up new Calvaries 
ever with the cross that turns not back.’.. . . The cross 
says, not ‘God did this once’; but..‘God, does this all 
the time.’ ” + ; 

But God’s Word says, concerning’ Christ’s death: 
“But this man, after. he had offered one -sacri- 
fice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of 
God; ... for by one offering he hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:12, 14). 

With condescension Dr. Merrill says: “The. evolu- 
tionist can even talk gladiy of the ‘blood of Christ’ 
and its saving power; only he no longer thinks of 


_ fountains, or of cleansing by washing.” For “along 


his own way, tlie evolutionist may come to Calvary, 
and find there a significance and a glory which he alone 
can fully appreciate.” a De 

And again: “Certain old ways of thinking about the 
cross have become impossible... . Substitutionary or 
forensic atonement is artificial and..immoral. It. is 
unworthy of the God and Father of our-Lord Jesus 
Christ. . . . The sacrificial system of Judaism was not 
so much anticipatory of the coming of Christ, as_it 
was reminiscent of the primitive rites of Canaan. To 
seek for the satisfying meaning of the atonement 
around the blood-stained altars of the Old Testament 
is... to go astray ... He [that is, the evolutionist 
Dr. Merrill] cannot admit that primitive religious 
practises are decisive as to the meaning of present re- 
ligious thinking.” 


It is because of such facts as these few, brought 
together in this editorial from the many more avail- 
able, that Christian people are sorely troubled. At a 
meeting of a local Presbytery, not long ago, a reso- 
lution was introduced expressing confidence in the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. It could 
not pass. Why? Because some members of that Pres- 
bytery did not have sufficient confidence in the Board. 

Is it surprising that a Christian woman should write 
to The Sunday School Times, last winter, saying that 
she had read Dr. Merrill’s article in The Expositor, 
and then frankly stating: “The question that bothers 
me is this: Is it so possible, in some way unknown to 
me, to reconcile Dr. Merrill’s statement in The Ex- 
positor with our Presbyterian Standards as to make 
it honest and honorable for the Foreign Board to cir- 
culate Dr. Merrill’s statement that he is true to his 
ordination vows, and that he believes in Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, etc., in order to allay the uneasiness of 
the evangelical believers? To me it [Dr. Merrill's 
atticle] seems to tear the heart out of the doctrine of 
salvation, and out of Christianity itself. And it seems 
to me dishonorable for the Foreign Board to circulate 
what it seems must be a misleading statement in order 
to quiet the Church.” 


Have The Sunday School Times and other conserv- 


ative Christians been justified in their concern for 
the mission fields and our mission boards at home? It 
is on the basis of these facts that those who still hold 
to the old faith must decide the answer. 
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The “ missing link ” we expected 
to find 








Searching the Plain for Sodom and Gomorrah 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D 


President of Xenia Theological Seminary, 
e and Archeological Editor of The uaday Schoo Times 














Cities of the Plain, from the Palestine Pil- 
grims onward. Some of- these, as De Saulcy, 
and Lynch, Robinson and Tristram and Hall, have 
written most entertainingly. Some scientists also have 
been here and given the world valuable information. 


M ce travelers have been to the region of the 


Lynch, the geographer and py crosrapbes, whose work’ 


is standard to this day; right and Blankenkorn, 
geologists who settled most geological questions con- 
cerning this region; and Huntington who, despite his 
absurdities concerning thé location of Sodom and the 
level of the Dead Sea in the days of Abraham, yet 
wrote helpfully concerning the transformation of Pal- 
estine. Also the. surveyors of the Archeological Sur- 
vey of Palestine platted this region and put it on their 
maps, yet in truth no real archeological survey of 
this region had ever been made. Palestinian Arche- 
ology as a science is quite new. It is but recently 
that sufficient knowledge concerning the various ages 
of civilization in that land have accumulated suffi- 
ciently to allow a proper systematization and _classifi- 
cation, and only after such classification is it possi- 
ble to make a real scientific survey of any particular 
part of the land. 

Now, without claiming absolute accuracy for the sci- 
ence of pots, even admitting that some take their ac- 
curacy in reading the lore of pottery too seriously, yet 
it is now possible to apply most satisfactory general 
tests that determine with reasonable accuracy and 
within quite narrow limits the character and age of 
a Palestinian civilization from the potsherds found 
in the débris which that age has left. Thus, if a 
civilization which the Bible represents to have existed 
in a certain place at a certain time be examined, the 
potsherds will tell the same story as to the character 
and age of that civilization as the Bible, and where 
the silence of the Bible denotes the absence of a civil- 
ization, the potsherds will tell the same tale. In a 
word, here is the criterion for all our researches at 
the Cities of the Plain. The story of Abraham and 
of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis represents a Ca- 
naanite civilization on this Plain in the twentieth cen- 
tury B. C., the ly Bronze Age’ in Palestinian his- 
tory. This civilization, the Bible tells us, was de- 
stroyed by a fearful catastrophe that blasted the region, 
and from that time on in Biblical history a most sig- 
nificant silence envelops this whole region. Even Je- 
hoshaphat, when he attacked the King of Moab went 
around it. The Bible knows nothing more historically 
of a civilization here. There is only the obscure proph- 
ecy of Ezekiel. Early historians as Pliny and Strabo 
and Josephus mention the region as one of ruins, and 
not until Byzantine times, or perhaps a little earlier, 
does notice of civilization again begin to appear. 


Why We Looked for Potsherds 


Now an archeological survey will find the same 
story in potsherds, if the historical sanctions of the 
Biblical history are really secured. If they are not 
secured, it will ever remain possible for skeptical 
Criticism to put an interrogation point after the story 
of the Cities of the Plain. To find this story in the 
potsherds was what had never been done, and in this 
lack our task was clearly marked out. We set our- 
selves the task of combing this whole Plain to see if 
it yielded these historical. sanctions of the Biblical 
story. Thus only, if we can certify the Sodom civil- 
ization, is it worth while to seek for the Sodom loca- 
tion. But when we locate the civilization, it will be 
located somewhere, and we shall seek to determine the 
location. ; 

Life is a continual discovery, the joy of. living is 
the joy of that unfolding of life which makes up its 
discoveries, and each new day is such a field of dis- 
covery upon which We have alighted. So our work 
of discovery on the Plain will give most joy to the 
reader, if allowed to unfold day by day as we found 
it. Report of some things had come to us before we 
reached the Plain, and we naturally turned to ex- 
amine these things first. There was Lubrous, more 
properly El Ubrous, which General Kitchener thought 
to be the ruins of ancient Zoar. Its commanding 
height stood out at the side of the Plain and towards 
its ruins we turned our steps, rather our horses’ steps. 
The search led us up the course of the river toward 
the mountains of Moab on the east, and then up the 
heights to the long, low gray ridge which fronts the 
sandstone mountains of Moab, which glare down upon 
the sea. Here we found remains of immense stone 
structures with cyclopean stones in the walls front- 
ing the Plain,—but—it was Crusader, perhaps 
Arabic and a little Byzantine. There was not a trace 
ofthe early Palestinian civilization here. Indeed, high 
above this fortress, on the top of the long narrow 
range, was a watch tower, and a little below on a 
kind of wide flat ledge of the mountain was a stone 
corral: for horses. But the archeologist finds not a 
trace of any city of homes and the daily life of a peo- 


This fourth article in the series by Dr. Kyle, which 
have been appearing exclusively in The Sunday 
School Times, and which describe the first archeo- 
logical expedition organized to search for the 
buried Cities of the Piain, will be followed by two 
equally gripping accounts telling of the establish- 
ment of the sites of Sodom and Gomorrah. The 
ten weeks’ twenty-five-cent ‘“Get-Acquainted” 
subscription offer is still open to those who wish 
to secure this entire series for themselves or for 
friends. Such subscriptions should specify that 
you wish them to commence with the Kyle series, 
and should be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 








ple here. On the other hand, down there along the 
water course was abundant sweet water. This fortress 
of Kitchener was a fortified place designed to pro- 
tect the caravan road. Lubrous, as an identification 
of the site of Zoar, might well be equated with “ludic- 
rous. 

When yet far from our camping-place, at our ap- 
proach an old castle had caught our eyes —and filled 
us with hope. Kesr Et Tubah the Arabs call it, 
which name is nothing more illuminating than “the 
Brick Castle.” Such it proved to be; there are the 
ruins gf a great mill, tradition says a sugar mill, 
which is probably correct. A fine stone aqueduct 
which brought the water down from the river may 
still be traced, and the mill race that carried the water 
directly to the wheels is still to be seen. This mill site 
is at the edge of a considerable tell. This heap of 
ruins is regarded, and has been regarded for centuries, 
as the Arabic Zoar, a flourishing city in the great 
Arabic period. Perhaps the Crusaders built the mill, 
but Arabic civilization also had here a great develop- 
ment, for nearly all the ruins are Arabic, with only 
a few traces of Byzantine occupation. 


We Strike the Trail of Earlier “ Explorers” 


“All the rivers run into the Sea,” so we set out to 
follow this beautiful little river down to where it 
loses itself, in the Salt Sea to see what further dis- 
coveries might be made along its course. The course 
was northwest toward a point near the center of this 
lower end of the Sea. The channel was wide and very 
rocky. We set off on foot and soon saw things. The 
river ran for a time through green fields of wheat 
and timothy and by orchards and vineyards with many 
a thrifty but troublesome thorn bush. Then there 
were dura fields, and finally canebrakes of giant rushes. 
The tanglewood jungle, so suggestive of wild things, 
soon turned the suggestiveness into reality as we came 
out upon the sandy beach and came upon the tracks 
of a great cat, wild cat, leopard, or tiger. We kept a 
sharp lookout for these dangerous felines, but they 
were more afraid of us than we were of them, and 
kept out of our sight. 

We dipped our hands in the oily waters of the Salt 
Sea, tasted of its acrid bitterness and rambled — stum- 
bled rather — along the shore piled high with drift- 
wood bleached and brittle from the exceeding saltness 
of the water. Suddenly there was a flutter of wings 
and a great splashing as a fine flock of great wild 
ducks sailed away to a safer distance from the in- 
truders. So that other fabulous tradition, that noth- 
ing lives in the waters of this Sea and no bird ever 
flies over it, was exploded. We found also along the 
edge of the Sea great numbers of little fishes. It 
seemed, however, that these latter-are found only at 
points where fresh water comes in to mollify the 
dread saltness. On our way back to camp two other 
heaps of ruined cities were found, one of them with 
a large reservoir well plastered for the storing of 
water for irrigation purposes. The fine stone aqueduct 
which led the water of the river into the reservoir 
could still be traced for some distance. But here 
again were Arab remains, perhaps a little Byzantine, 
but nothing earlier. None of these tells in this region 
A omg the camp mark the site of the Cities of the 

ain. ° 

Next morning we were early in the saddle to ride 
to the southern end of the Plain. As we looked down 
to the Plain dim in the distance, I said to Profes- 
sor Day, our geologist, “Do you see that dark belt 
around the valley a little distance from the Sea?” 

“Yes,” said he, “I have been looking at’ that.” 

“Do you know what that means?” 

“Ves, it means there is a rise in the ground there 
and the thorn bushes give that dark appearance.” 

“Ves,” said I, “we knew that was there before we 
came down here.” 

“How did you know that?” 

“Because the Sea is rising at the northern end and, 
of course, finding its level everywhere. But water in 
a basin does not rise, if it can run over the edge As 


. 





the water in this basin is rising, we knew it could not 
run over the edge. That is to say that it has reached 
the high ground all around the Sea.” 

By the eye we had noted a sharp rise in the ground; 
by the barometer it was found to be from fifty to one 
hundred feet, a very short distance back from the edge 
of the Plain occupied by the Sea. Here was a discov- 
ery which was indeed only the verification of what 
we knew must be the fact, yet it was one of the most 
important discoveries in establishing the history of the 
Cities of the Plain. Its full significance will appear 
as. we go along in our researches, 

After two hours’ riding to the south we were able 
to look back upon the Sea almost due north. Instead 
of a glassy Sea from shore to shore, this lower part 
of the Sea appeared as a sea with a fringe like a 
swamp with a fringe of cat-tails around it, only these 
cat-tails were dead and bleached trees, the fringe was 
a submerged forest. There were trees little and big, 
from mere saplings to trees a foot in diameter. It 
was a ghost of a forest once living and green, now 
dead and blasted a ghostly white by the salt. In 
places this submerged forest was seen to extend out a 
mile from the shore on the eastern side and about 
the same from the western side of this narrow arm 
of the Sea at the southern end. Here we perceived 
not only that the Sea is rising, as_we have already 
noted, but that it has been rising. Certainly within a 
hundred years, perhaps less by a half, this submerged 
forest on each side of the Sea stood upon dry ground 
where the trees grew to their present size. hus for 
fifty years the Sea has been rising, yet rising very 
slowly, because it could still run over at this lower 
edge. Now it is rising rapidly because it can not run 
over any more -until it has risen very much. What 
causes the Sea either to rise or to run over the edge 
we shall presently see. 

More beautiful streams of water were found at this 
lower end of the Plain, and more Bedouin with their 
scant irrigation, and cultivation, and more ruins of a 
civilization that is dead and gone. Here was a mill 
with an aqueduct and evidence of an advanced effi- 
ciency. But here also were Arabic remains, perhaps a 
little Byzantine, but of the ancient Canaanite civiliza- 
tion not a trace. So we turn our horses’ heads toward ~ 
home, taking a short cut on an inner circle of the 
shore across the mud flats of the overflow at the time 
of the spring freshet of the Jordan. At one place we 
came near being bogged in the quicksands. And 
where the waters had stagnated in a little pool there 
was a swampy smell for a few rods, a mere sugges- 
tion of the horrid miasmas so much exploited by visi- 
tors to this region. 


‘All Remaining Clues Point Toward One Location 


I have said that we determined to comb this whole 
region for evidence, so the next day we set off on 
a real combing expedition, six hours of mountain 
climbing over the foothills of the mountains of Moab, 
‘to see if by any possibility ruins of the old civiliza- 
tion of the days of Sodom might be found on that 
high ground. We found one old castle guarding the 
pass, saw some most sublime mountain gorges and 
precipices, got into such hair-raising situations on the 
edge of the precipice that the Director said he held 
his breath lest some of us go over and be lost in the 
chasm below, but the only thing we found that day 
th t was memorable was an appetite. Six hours’ climb- 
ing in the pure mountain air with only bread and eat- 
ing-chocolate for lunch sent us home ravenous. 

Our search of this Plain here was finished. We 
had ridden and walked up and down and round and 
round, but we had not seen the Cities of the Plain. 
The evidence, however, was seen to converge toward 
a certain point near the center of this shallow water 
at the lower end of the Sea. The rivers all run toward 
that point, All the inhabitancy of the Plain, from 
Byzantine and Arabic and Crusader down to the 
Bedouin and the soldiers and our own selves, has al- 
ways been along these water courses. Where else 
would they be? for water is a prime necessity, and in 
this dry climate no cisterns are practicable. Were 
then any of these ruins now visible here the site of 
the ancient cities? No potsherds of the civilization 
had been found. We determined to make soundings 
to find, if possible, the missing link of evidence. We 
arranged with the Bedouin sheik for help to avoid their 
inveterate suspicion that all archeologists are treas- 
ure seekers. We sounded down to the virgin sand 
and gravel. Not a trace of that early civilization was 
found; the ruins here now visible and so often de- 
scribed as the ruins of the Cities of the Plain are of 
a period two thousand years later. These ruins dd 
most probably mark the site of medieval Zoar, but 
nothing earlier. The missing link was still missing. 
We go now to seek it. 
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What Hath God Wrought in Belgium ? 


Five years of miracles in the face of seeming impossibilities 











By Ralph C. Norton 








RIVEN by a Calvary-created passion for the 
salvation of God-loved Belgian souls, the Di- 
rectors of the Belgian Gospel Mission, five 

ears ago the nineteenth of last December, climbed a 
hill from which broke upon them the twinkling early 
lights of the great city of Brussels, as the gray Decem- 
ber day was dimly dying in the west. Can they ever 
forget that moment, when, leaping out of the dimness 
of the fading day, this great city of three-quarters 
of a million souls stood before them with outreach- 
ing arms? The city is typical of the eight million 
other souls who, too, with sin-burdened hearts and im- 
ploring cry are pleading for the glorious and untram- 
meled Gospel of the Son of God. 

As Mrs. Norton and I spontaneously lifted up our 
hearts to God and said, “The Belgian Gospel Mission 
has arrived,” that cry was heard by God alone, and 
indeed it was all that was necessary,—that He hear 
the cry, He who is strong to deliver and who has 
gwen his Son for this people, under the domination 
of sin, 


Five years have dropped into the beyond since then, 
and most of those pleading souls still wait for the 
glorious Truth of our Lord’s tender and forgiving and 
soul-purifying love, yet our God has wrought wonders, 
and these we now wish to record for the faithful of 
God who have been the silent and principal partners 
by their prayers and love and gifts. ’ 

It would be impossible to record all the riches of 
God’s grace, all the victories and the defeats, the prob- 
lems and the efforts that have been put forward in 
the five years that have passed, and, in fact, the 
achievements of each year have been set forth in the 
columns of The Sunday School Times. 

We would only say that in the past five years the 

Mission has spread to every one of the nine provinces 
of Belgium but two, and that to-day there are twenty- 
four stations where the full Gospel of the Son of 
God is being declared by his faithful servants. We 
acknowledge, that it is all of grace, and that he alone 
hath wrought the work, and yet we desire to say that 
if the readers only knew the difficulties of Christian 
work in Belgium they would say, as many others have 
already said, that it is nothing short of a miracle of 
God. 
There is one Christian organization that has been in 
Belgium for thirty-one years, and to-day they have 
only some six localities where the Gospel is preached; 
there is another Christian organization that has been 
here some forty years, and after that time have only 
about eight stations. We do not boast, because we 
are the first to realize that we came to Belgium after 
the War and that the War wrought a tremendous 
change in the land, and opened it for the Gospel as 
it probably has not been opened since the days of the 
Reformation. Sali 

Eight new stations were added to the Mission this 
last year, which is the largest addition for any one 
year. They are as follows: Blaton, Braine-le-Comte, 
Courtrai, Hasselt, Hoboken, Limal, Lokeren, and 
Soignies. 

This is an increase of thirty percent for the year. 
Every new post means souls saved, a new light in the 
darkness, a new hope for despairing hearts, a new joy 
where there was sorrow. 

The remainder of this article, I quote largely from 
one of our workers, Mr. Van Steenberghe. 


Colportage. The colportage is a cause of much praise 
to God. The Province of Limburg has been definitely 
occupied during 1923. I may say that since the days 
of the Reformation the Gospel has never found an 
entrance in this dark province. The Roman Catholics 
had it all their own way and thought it was going to 
be so at “vitam eternam,’ but we all prayed for a 
worker for Limburg, and, humanly speaking, the most 
unlikely one was found in Liege some two years ago. 
He started to work in the south of Limburg, then 
moved on to St. Trond, where he very soon met with 
open hostility on the part of his landlady. She even 
went so far as to hit him; every facility was taken 
away from him in the house and he lived in daily 
terror of a fight. Daily terror is exaggerated, be- 
cause he was as peaceful as could be under the cir- 
cumstances because he believed in a God who could 
and would deliver,—and He did, too! As a result 
of all this trouble his wife, who up to that time had 
not given her heart to the Lord, yielded. The need 
of a house in Hasselt, the capital of Limburg, was 
found imperative because of the difficulty just de- 
scribed. After much searching we found a house, 
which we bought, and there our colporteur was in- 
stalled. After a few weeks he announced the open- 
ing of a meeting, but no one came. The following 
week he was just as unsuccessful, and so for several 
weeks no one came. Then he suspended it. In the 
first days of December he re-opened the meeting and 


four strangers attended. In fact, they were all for- 
eigners, a German, a Swiss, two Poles; and a Dutch- 
man. It was hard to find a language that would suit 
all these, but the Holy Spirit has a peculiar way of 
speaking to the hearts of people, and it was His lan- 
guage that did it, because one of the Poles gave his 
heart to the Lord. Since then the meeting has been 


attended by people of these different nationalities. One. 


Belgian has been converted in the neighborhood, and 
we trust that this is only the beginning, and in fact, 
we know it is only the beginning. 

Close by Hasselt lies the village of Genck, where 
coal has been found and where foreigners of all na- 
tionalities come and work by the thousands. Our 
colporteur has made this one of the centers of his 
activities and has opened a school there where he has 
had as many as twenty-three children. Thus Lim- 
burg is really occupied by the Gospel.. Thousands of 
tracts and Gospels have been distributed in that Prov- 
ince. Limburg is a desert literally and spiritually, but 
we. have the promise and we see already the fulfilling 
of it, that it will blossom like a rose. In the north 
of Limburg we have discovered a Dutch brother, a 
foreman in one of the factories, who has a Sunday- 
school, This is another center of light, and we praise 
the Lord for the efforts of this brother, with -whom 
we are co-operating that this work may be strength- 
ened and continued. 

Opening of the Post “Limal.’ Our Brother Jongen, 
a student of the French Bible School, has maintained 
colportage on the line from Brussels to Namur, since 
October, 1923. He has discovered a ‘group of Spirit- 
ists in one of the places on this line, and about this 
there is quite a story. Nearly four years ago we 
opened a post in La Hulpe, where we worked for three 
years and spent our love and energy, but the post had 
to be shut. down in April, 1923. This is one of the 
losses that have to be recorded. The only people who 
remained faithful were a father and mother of a fam- 
ily of four children. " Very. soon after we left’ La 

ulpe these people were set out on the street because 





A Personal Word by Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday School 
Times and Treasurer of the Belgian Gospel 











Mission 


There may never be another such opportunity as tnere 
is to-day for getting the Gospel to the Belgian people. 

Through the terrible suffering and loss of earthly pos 
sessions which the World War meant, hearts have 
softened and there is a new hunger for the Good News. 


In the turmoil of the War, Rome's shackles have been 
somewhat loosened. The Belgian people are more ac- 
cessible to the Gospel than they have been for centuries. 

Everywhere souls are seeking for the Light — and 
there are so few to give it. 

Think of the opportunity confronting the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission ! 

It is easy to understand why the purchase of buildings 
for the carrying on of evangelistic work is now an abso- 
lute necessity. The minimum amount required for such 
a Building Campaign the Directors of the Mission, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, believe to be $200,000, and 
it is their conviction that God is calling upon them and 
his children everywhere to undertake this. 


In Brussels, a city of three quarters of a million people, 
a headquarters building is n to provide a large 
Gad Hal offices, and Bible School accommodations. 


Liege, of half a million inhabitants, needs a new Gospel 
Hall to replace the small and inadequate one now in use. 


In Charleroi, where almost 100,000 people iive, there 
is no Gospel Hall, and all efforts to rent one have been 
unavailing. 

Nieuport and Dixmude, great centers of population 
a now being rebuilt, have no «provision for the 

ospel. 


As you read the challenging message on this page by 
Mr. Fey will you ak peel whether any better 
investment for God and eternity can be had than that 
which is offered in this needy land and this Spirit-filled 
Mission >? Will you join with the Directors of the Mis- 
sion and the staff of The Sunday School Times in prayer 
for God's swift blessing on this campaign, asking him 
what part he may wish you to have in giving the Gospel 
to Belgium ? é 











of their fidelity to the Gospel, and the husband was in 
sore distress, The Lord led him to a house in Limal, 
and one day during October he asked our brother 
Jongen to help him in his removal. The request was 
granted and the removal brought our brother again 
in touch with people to whom he had sold a New Tes- 
tament just a few days previously. He took the op- 
portunity of preaching the Gospel. The new propri- 
etor of our brother from La Hulpe was also very ac- 
cessible to the Gospel. After a few visits our brother 
Jongen discovered that this new proprietor, as well as 
several other families, were being exploited by a Spir- 
itist living a few miles away. Very soon the Gospel 
won a great victory and the Devil had to flee. “All 
things work together for good to them that love God.” 
It was hard for our brother from La Hulpe to believe 
this when he was in distress about his critical situa- 
tion, when he had to leave his house, but he has found 
out now that God had prepared a better place for him 
and that he is going to bring glory to His name 
through it all. Limal is the result of the colportage 
of our brother Jongen and the removal of our brother 
from La Hulpe! 


Publications. During 1923 the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion has published the French translation of “What 
the Bible Teaches.” This book came out in June, and 
already about thirteen hundred copies have been dis- 
posed of. The book is read as far as Algeria, and is 
proving a great weapon to fight the wiles of rational- 
ism. There was also: published the Dutch translation 
of “Jesus is Coming,” by W. E. Blackstone, and of 
por ee about twelve hundred volumes have been dis- 
tributed. 


Sale and Distribution of Scriptures. With regard to 
the sale and distribution of Scriptures, figures for the 
first eleven months only are available as yet. During 
that time the Mission has sold or distributed gratis, 
some 457,927 Scriptures and tracts, of which 642 were 
Bibles, 7,285 New Testaments, over 100,000 Gospels 
and portions of Scripture, and about. 350,000 tracts: 

Workers. There are sixty-three workers engaged 
in the various activities of the Mission and surely God 
has called to the Mission not only men of ability but 
of devotion and loyalty to the whole Gospel, and who, 
with untiring energy, seek to work and pray that the 
light from glory may penetrate this benighted land. 

Tent Campaigns. As in the past the tent campaigns 
brought a precious result to the Mission, and through 
these several of the new posts were started. 

Bible Schools. Because Belgium is a bilingual coun- 
try the Bible schools must of necessity be held in 
both the French and the Dutch languages, and while 
the attendance in the schools has not increased, yet 
something better than numbers has been attained, and 
we believe we can truthfully say that the spirit of the 
students has never been such as it has been in this past 
year; their lives have deepened under the training of 
the directors of these schools. We have in all twenty- 
two students. 


Plans and Prospects for 1924 


Relationships with the People in France and Holland. 
Various members of the Mission have lately visited 
both France and Holland and a closer communion and 
co-operation has been established with the Christian 
leaders in Holland and in France, and this solidarity, 
we believe, will mean much for the spreading of the 
Gospel through these two tongues, the French and 
the Dutch. The Christian leaders in both these lands, 
who are not only the heads of.Christian work, but 
also are the editors of two papers (which have a 
larger circulation, in each of the countries, than any 
other paper that stands loyal to the Truth), have 
agreed to do everything in their power, not alone for 
co-operation, but also to assist the work that is being 
done in Belgium, 


Luxembourg. For years prayer has been made to 
God for this province that is so densely ignorant of 
the Truth, and we are trusting that God will enable 
us to enter it this year (1924), as well ds the Province 
of Namur, which, although it has had the Gospel in 
years past, yet those who have been preaching the 
Truth there have now taken the liberal views that 
have put out the light that once shone there. 

Evangelistic Meetings. If God permits, we are plan- 
ning series of evangelistic campaigns all through the 
months of April and May for the French-speaking 
part of the country. This is to be under the direction 
of Colonel Fermaud, of the Swiss Army, who was 
with us last year and was so greatly used of God. We 
expect to have him visit several cities during this 
time. Also we expect to have Dr. Inwood with us 
again next October, and are looking forward to such 
an enrichment as he brought us last year when the 
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Lesson for May 25 Jeremiah 7 : 1-26; 9: 1-9; 
1531-10; 18: 1-12; 25 31-14; 26: 1-243° 36: 1-32; 38 : 1-28 


lives of many of our people were completely yielded to 
the service of their Lord. We expect also to have 
with us in June Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer,;' who will 
speak in France and Holland as well as in Belgium. 


Missionaries for the Congo. As the Belgian Gospel 
Mission is a Belgian Mission our hearts naturally turn 
to the evangelization of the Belgian Congo, and this 
last year two of our workers left us for this field. 
This fact gave great joy to our hearts and again we 
are rejoiced in the fact that two of our students expect 
to be married and go out to the Congo in 1924. 


New Line of Colportage Work. On the 15th of 
January we started colportage work in a new district 
as closed and difficult as Limburg. It is the central 
and western part of the Province of Antwerp, thus 
bordering the Province of Limburg. It is on the line 
from Antwerp to Moll. . 


New Workers. Several new workers have been 
added to the Mission during the past year. These are 
but a few of the many’ workers that are needed, but 
the sending forth of these workers in answer to prayer 
emboldens us to continue to pray, as we are doing, 
for an increased number to be sent forth this year 
to occupy the fields that await the coming of a mes- 
senger of the Cross. ae 

Mr. Teeuwissen and family, who came last -year, are 
at Bruges, and he occupies not only that post, but is 
likewise superintending six other stations in that dis- 
trict. 

A new worker is soon to join us in the person of 
Pastor A. -Antomarchi, who was miraculously con- 
verted in Brussels some twenty-five years ago, when 
he was on the point of suicide. He has had various 
fields of service since then throughout Europe, with 
the Salvation Army, and since then with the Protestant 
churches of France. He is another answer to prayer, 
as we have been praying to God to send us an evan- 
gelist, and he comes to us to give his entire time to 
evangelizing throughout the country. In additton he 
will take charge of the literary work, in which he has 
always been engaged throughout the years of his 
Christian service. 


Work at Liege. More than two years ago we be- 
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gan work in the city of Liege, and about a year ago 
we opened a Gospel hall which was soon crowded to 
overflowing. We are now seeking to enlarge this 
place to accommodate the crowds that are coming. 

The tent meetings there-were attended by hundreds 
of people and some fifty new ple were added to 
the congregation as a result of this tent work. It 
was a pleasure the other night for the Director of 
the Mission to stand before them and hear some two 
score of them say they had found Christ as their per- 
sonal Saviour in the tent meetings last year. 


While recording all this to the glory of God, we 
realize that “there is much land yet to be possessed,” 
and we acknowledge with gratitude the financial sup- 
port and prayer support of those in America who are 
standing by us in the work. We ask you to continue 
with us that this may be only the beginning of the 
greater things that remain to be done for His glory in 
Belgium. 

BRUSSELS, 


The complete story of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
may now be had in book form, entitled “A New In- 
vasion of Belgium,” by Philip E. Howard. In the 
Preface Mr. Howard says: 


“Since the story is one of experience and obser- 
vation, no attempt is made by the author in this 
simple record of God’s dealings with his servants, 
to offer on his part anything other than a personal 
testimony in terms that are intended first to unfold 
the marvelous way in which God _ has called, and 
equipped, and guided the founders of the Mission and 
their consecrated associates, and then to disclose 
something of the blessed results of the work, with 
a glimpse of the far-reaching opportunities awaiting 
the workers,” 


The book is attractively bound, is of good size, 
and is handsomely illustrated. It may be secured from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, at $2, postpaid. 





Mr, C. G. TRuMBULL, 7reasurer: 


Annual Financial Statement of the Belgian Gospel Mission 


We have made our audit of your accounts as Treasurer of The Belgian Gospel 
Mission for the year 1923 and submit herewith a statement of the receipts and 
expenditures for the year and the balance on hand December 31, 1923 : 











RECEIPTS: | 
Cash in hands of Treasurer, December 31, 1922. ©. 2. 0 ee eee ee te es $15,054.31 
Received during 1923... . . . BAe F.G0e 6 6428 h 6 4 SELES 65d HS RA ® ew Oe 54,871.26 
a ee ee ere ste Pee ae 69,925-57 
Salaries and travel, 4 workers in Belgium... . . Gig 6) ata ewe otk: FeeeNe $4,800.00 
Transatlantic travel. . . 2... Pee oF eae 6 at eRe ae eee eae 602.17 
¢ 5,402.17 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES: 
Selesy and SS or re oe ee ee $5,473-89 
MEIER ets t'c0"* a! ss, os. 6. oho 4 6: 8.4/4) shel 1,398.62 
ae th fo. Soo so 6G. S. ob 8 6 oe Se oieete 
EES OR er en a ee oe ee eae a 1,325.65 10,077.98 
15,480.15 
ES OE I i ee Cees 30,750.00 
SOS ee ee ee eee eee ee ee a 46,230.15 
(Cash ta ames Or a eemaurer, Pecenvber 31,7093. 5 5 sk cc es ee eee 8 ee tees 23,695.42 
Securities in hands of Treasurer, December 31, 1923... 2 2. ee ee et ee ee + 16,550.00 
Se Oe Ss a ok woe oye 8 6 2 8 oe © Ye $54,871.26 
aren SE gc ec a 6 6 wo Se we deere S Sue econo es 6 6,734.18 
61,605.44 








PHILADELPHIA, March 17, 1924. 





We also attach a summary of receipts and expenditures in Belgium during 
1923 as reported monthly, stated in francs. (The value of the Belgian franc 
during 1923 averaged .o491 cents American). 


STocKTON BATES AND Sons, 





Francs Francs 
Totat Cash om hand December 92, 1099 2 wk tee ees 123,440.18 
Cash received from United States of America ($30,750.00) .. 2... ee ee ees 626,792.55 
Cash received in field: 
. EN EY or ne or iis Tak a Pr ee 137,108.03 
pe ye ee ig aya eee Beene Na i edge a 9,750.16 
NN ARS, SO male AE oe See ee ae 168.25 
SMI vice tS 6! als shake He. oes ee ic ae ee ee 33,486.47 
Rentals (of office and dormitory rooms) ........+0..0-eeecee0-8 1,925.00 
Sale of automobile. ...... CNETRE See TE, Ra 6. GAD E ere, Coe be 15,000.00 
pn EPI RMN 0k, gs os 4) Keke 6 are oe © 6 eke 16 wo om 8 10,820.66 208,258.57 
CD REET BOM TMONEOEM® 5 Ss 5 hs 5 es ckcae oie) @ 6% game © 40% 958,491.30 
EXPENDITURES : 
Salaries, board and lodging (63 workers) .... 2... ce. cee ee eae 370,722.95 
Property purchased (85,698.95 fcs). Rents and repairs (119,127.28fcs) . . . . 204,826.23 
Ot a re ete Se 6 a bes 0 s*e a Sea 35,624.04 
Beene Gib DEIIMINGS, MOLOTS; CIC. 5 s 6s e568 et Se ee es 35573130 
Pie ors hls ste go 80d 68a Gh elsch.05e oe a” ob: 8 50,510.00 
RMI. rg gah aa ig G0) as ga Slo he pte 8 og oe 3,012.96 
ES ES NE ee ee ee 34,089.95 
ERTS 5 Fong's. 6. 4.0 9S) beg HERG 2 6 Saw. wR ace Soe! Bhs 62,836.23 
i Me Mi RGGMUGR . . 5) 5 cig core g ehaband “glee: < S08 en 68 10,934.49 
PS. 6 6s 60 8 ire “0. 0d ia) oS! 0 BL ees 1,335-95 
Cipietmea fete... 6. tt hake tae cis ahaa ees bee’ on: e waar 1,287.49 a 
EES te a ae ee 35,471.87 
UNNI 55 oe “Gs si catvgman'e oes ah vig ene NT gh on ale ales ais 846,373.46 
> Total cash on hand in Belgium December 31, 1923... . 2... ...4: 332,137.84 


Public Accountants and Auditors. 
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The Victorious Life 











As Keswick Nears Completion 


T AMERICA’S KESWICK, at Keswick, New 
f& Jersey, in the heart of the New Jersey pines, all 
is activity and preparation for the coming Victorious 
Life Conferences. The structural steel work for the 
new auditorium is in place, and the rafters for the 
roof are now being put in position. Door and win- 
dow frames have arrived, and soon the side walls will 
be erected. The bricklayers have arrived, and are 
beginning the brick work on the east end of the Raws 
Memorial building, where the dining room will be 
considerably enlarged. Victory Hall is practically 
complete in so far as construction is concerned, with 
the exception of the interior finishing of several of 
the second-floor rooms. 

Although much has been accomplished, there is still 
much to be done. With the greatest possible prepara- 
tion, there will still be many details which cannot 
be finished in time for the conferences, and 
those who come to Keswick should come pre- 
pared for incompleted buildings and some incon- 
veniences. They may be sure that any inconveniences 
will be minimized in so far as it is possible, but those 
who come expecting first-class hotel accommodations 
may be somewhat disappointed. Might it not be 
better rather to have in mind camping out and then 
to be pleasantly surprised by the freedom from 
many of the inconveniences which true camping out 
always brings. 

A careful estimate of the amount needed to finish 
and to equip Victory Hall, the Raws Memorial, and 
the auditorium with the very minimum of equipment 
shows that at least $12,000 is needed. Will you not 
pray that the Lord may speedily supply this need, so 
that Keswick may be made ready for the summer 
conferences? Gifts for the work may be sent to B. F. 
Culp, Treasurer Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Keswick, N. J., May 29 to June 1.—Memorial Day week- 
end Victorious Life Conference. Board and room $2.50 per 
person per day. $1 for registration. 

Keswick, N. J., July 19-27.—Eastern Victorious Life Con- 
ference (formerly held at Stony Brook, L. I.). Rates for 
board and room, for the conference period, $15 per person 
for rooms containing three or more persons, $18 per per- 
son for rooms containing two. Because of the limited ac- 
commodations, no room can be reserved for one person 
(with the possible exception of a speaker). Registration 
fee is $3. 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., August 4-11.—Knowlton Victo- 
rious Life Conference, 

Keswick, N. J., August 23 to September 1.—Labor Day 
Victorious Life Conference. Rates for board and room for 
the conference period, $16 per person for three or more 
in a room, $19 per person for two in a room. As mentioned 
before, rooms cannot be reserved for one person. Regis- 
tration fee is $3. 

Full information as to all these conferences may be 
had by addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Staf- 
ford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

Chicago, Ill., May 6-9.—Moody Bible Institute. Address: 
Care of the Rev. L. W. Gosnell. 

Duluth, Minn., May 11-18.—First Presbyterian Church. 
Care of G. W. Arms, D.D. 

Philadelphia, Pa., May 21-30.—National Bible Institute. 
Care of the Rev. W. W. Rugh, 1418 North 16th Street. 

New York City, May 25.—Fourth Presbyterian Church, 
West End Avenue. Morning and evening services. 

Seattle, Wash.. June 8-15.— First Presbyterian Church. 
Care “of Mark A. Matthews, D.D. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 




















Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood (Rom. 3:25). 


ATHER whom God hath foreordained, proetheto, 
as mercy seat, hilasterion, through faith in his 
blood. This passage in Romans intimates clearly that 
the Old Testament service and forms were typical of 
Christ’s redeeming ministry. They were the fore- 
shadowing of the mystery of his will which he had 
foreordained (proetheto again) in himself (Eph. 1: 
9). As the writer of the Hebrews says, the first tab- 
ernacle was “a ern i parabole, of the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle Christ (Heb. 9:9). 
New Hampton, N. H. 








298 * 
The Builders’ Strike 


By William C. Irvine 


WAS walking along the streets of Vanity Fair the 

other day and had my attention drawn to a huge 
edifice which was in the course of construction. Ap- 
parently there was a strike on, as something had hap- 
pened to greatly hinder the work. On inquiring what 
was the trouble I was told that there was a dispute 
among the workmen. As the men were holding a 
meeting, and any one was admitted, out of curiosity 
I went inside. 

Some had returned to their work, others were di- 
vided in opinion as to what was best to be done. It 
seemed that some were in fear that the building might 
fall, saying that some of the workmen were tamper- 
ing with the foundations, Others were laughing them 
to scorn, vehemently asserting that their friends were 
but repairing the foundations, which, they said, had 
never been truly !aid. 

On further inquiry I found out that the building 
was called the CHURCH, and that the workmen were 
divided into two camps, — Fundamentalists and Mod- 
ernists. The great fear of the former was that the 
latter would remove the foundations; and on exam- 
ining the damage already done I was persuaded that 
there was much reason for alarm. 

I found several of the huge foundation stones partly 
out = place. Indeed, one on which I deciphered the 
words: 


The Virgin Birth 


was more or less broken, and almest entirely removed 
from its place; if moved a little more a great part 
of the building would be in jeopardy. Another had 
an inscription which was partly obliterated by the 
workmen’s tools. It read: 


. « Spiration of Ho... Ser iso. 6 


A third, which appeared to me to be the chief corner 
stone, was being vigorously attacked with pick and 
crowbar; it bore the words: 


The Deity of Christ 


‘ I drew the attention of some of those destructive 
workmen, many of whom appeared to be scholars, 
to a notice the builder had left near by. It read: 


If the FOUNDATIONS be destroyed, 
what can the righteous do? 


But they scoffed at me, and muttered something about 
“progress,” and “modern building methods,” and fell 
to with greater zeal than ever. I turned away sad 
in heart, feeling that this beautiful building was 
doomed. : 

But as I was about to step out into the street, a 
young man in shining garments touched me on the 
shoulder and gave me a letter from the owner of the 
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— bidding me read it. I broke the seal and 
read: 


ead: 

“Nevertheless the FOUNDATION of God stand- 
eth sure,” and, “I will build my CHURCH; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

Much comforted by these words I passed on. 

BELGAUM, INDIA, 


ye 
What Hinders the Revival? 


f byl more than for many years in the past, 
a great volume of prayer is being poured out for 
a revival in the Body of Christ. The petitions are 
taking two forms. For a em cleansing, and for a 
great unity in the Body of Christ; that the longing 
in the heart of the Saviour may be Satisfied and that 
his prayer may be answered: “That they may all be one; 
even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be in us: that the world may believe 
that thou didst send me” (John 17:21). 

As in most of our praying, we, the intercessors, are 
the greatest hindrance to the answer. So many of us 
who are praying are ourselves dividers of the Body of 
Christ. We foster unlove in our own hearts by think- 
ing evil of other members. We remember those who 
have something against us’ (Matt. 5:23, 24), and we 
make no effort to remove this division. We have 
taken up reports against our brothers (James 4:11). 
We refuse to forgive until due confession is made to 
us. We let a root of bitterness spring up and defile 
the many, in every way hindering the answer to our 
own prayer (Eph. 4: 31, 32; Heb. 12:15). } 

One thing is sure; no one who is not in union 
with every other member of the Body as far. as he 
knows can pray for unity and be heard, or pray pre- 
vailingly. One can not be right with God and wrong 
with man (Matt. 5:23, 24). . 

We pray for cleansing of the Body of Christ, and 
we may know of unconfessed sins in our own life, — 
sins of worry, anxiety, pride, selfishness, self-seeking, 
stubbornness, jealousy, anger, temper, — sins that are 
gee es not confessed, not forgiven, not cleansed. 

he cleansing must begin in the intercessor’s own 
life. For no one with unconfessed sin, or sin permit- 
ted, can prevailingly pray for a revival or for cleans- 
ing in the Body of Christ (Psa. 66: 18). 

e pray for cleansing in general. God’s method. is 
given in 1 John 1:9. Only as we confess our sins, — 
to confess is to say what God says about them, — 


‘can there be forgiveness and cleansing. There must 


be a definite acceptance of forgiveness and cleansing 
by faith. 

Will God answer the volume of prayer? Yes, when 
we remove every obstruction so far as in us lies. By 
reconciliation, by humble confession of wrongs done, 
by taking all blame if necessary, by letting no one 
have aught against us, by forgiving though not asked 
for it, and by confessing each failure before God. 

When shall the revival begin? 








Personal Work for 








“And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me.”—John 15: 27 


a Personal Saviour 














CERTAIN young man was taken into the employ 

of a successful and prominent merchant who was 
also.a sincere Christian. Within a short time he was 
walking, talking, holding his hat, and doing many 
other things like his employer. It has been gsaid-that 
imitation is the sincerest flattery. Was it laughable 
in his case, or was it commendable? Can we doubt 
the wisdom of such an attitude toward Christ in those 
who would show him to others? 


Representing — 


E STEPPED briskly into the office and laid his 
card down on the desk before me. Idly, I took it 
up, at the same time motioning him to a seat. 

“Representing Blank and Company, Novelties, New 
York,” I read.. The firm was known to me by repu- 
tation only, but I had always regarded them as hon- 
orable and handling a good line of goods. So I looked 
at their representative with interest. An instant suf- 
ficed for me to size him up. Shabby, worn clothing, 
slightly soiled linen, rumpled hair, carelessly arranged 
tie, —these things I took in at a glance. The thing 
that surprised me the most, however, was the timid, 
apologetic manner in which he began to present his 
claims} He acted as if he were afraid of being caught 
at it by somebody. 

Of course I lost whatever desire I might have had 
to look at his samples. Be they ever so worthy or use- 
ful to me I knew that. this fellow could never con- 
vince me of it, no matter how hard he tried. So I 
quickly told him that I was well satisfied with the 
line of goods I was carrying and had no desire to 
make any change. After a word or two more he de- 
parted, evidently glad that the ordeal was over. 

After he had left the room I sat there and wondered 


why a firm of such reputation as Blank and Company 
allowed a shabby, apologetic salesman like that to 
represent them. 

“Why,” I declared aloud, “he ought to be proud to 
represent such a firm as that. I know I would be.” 

“Then why aren’t you?” said a voice. 

I looked around in astonishment. There was no 
one in the room. 

“Why aren’t you?” the quiet voice repeated. 

“Why, I am, or I would be in that case,” I insisted. 

“Oh, no you wouldn’t. You are representing a firm 
that is infinitely better than Blank and Company, and 
yet you're ashamed of it.” 

“You're certainly mistaken,” I persisted. 

“No, I’m not. Stop and think a minute. There was 
yesterday morning when you started out to the supply 
house and were so ashamed to be seen with your 
book of samples under your arm that you left it at 


home. 

Suddenly I remembered. Yes, I had left my Bible 
at home for-fear that some of my friends would see 
me with it on the way to church. 

The voice went on. : : 

“Then, don’t you remember how you undertook to 
interest somebody in your firm’s line of goods because 
the local agent told you it was your duty? And surely 
you haven’t forgotten how shamefacedly you went 
about it, how you hurried to get it over with and spoke 
low for fear you would be overheard? No wonder 
the prospect turned away, convinced that the firm 
couldn’t be as represented if you acted as ashamed 
as all that about speaking of it.” 

I hung my head in silence. Yes, it was all true 
The minister had told us Sunday evening that we 
ought to be getting recruits for the Lord’s army, and 
so the next morning I saw Ned Wilks and invited 
him to come to church with me the next Sunday. 
did certainly go at him half-heartedly, fearing his ridi- 
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a, and he laughed quite a bit, too, when he ré-« 
used. 

“Then,” continued the voice, “have you forgotten 
that day down in the office when somebody slandered 
and sneered at the senior partner of your firm in 
your presence and you never said a word in protest, 
but laughed with the rest?” 

I had forgotten, but it all came back to me with 
a rush,—how Dick Wendel had joked and inter- 
mingled the name of God in a disrespectful manner in 
the joke. Z did laugh at the jo, albeit half-heartedly. 
I bowed my head on the desk. 

“Yes,” I murmured contritely, “it’s all true. I am 
the advertised representative of the most wonderful 
and fairest firm in the universe and I have been 
ashamed of it. Help me from this time forth to be 
a loyal and whole-hearted ambassador of the firm of 
God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son.”—Albert A. 
Rand, Bradford, Mass. 

we 


Some Young Christians Practise 
“Personal Evangelism” 


HORTLY after my conversion I sought to dis- 
cover the best method of doing mission work. 
had joined the Christian Endeavorers; we regularly 
stood. up and made our vows, but we never seemed to 
get farther. I felt very anxious, and unburdened my- 
self to the Christians of riper experience.. Some of 
them looked sympathetically and others pityingly as 
I quoted the command, “Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in”; some spoke of 
the presumption of young converts, and others called 

me nothing worse than an enthusiast. . 

At last I discovered a woman who shared my anxiety. 
She also realized that most Christians were perfectly 
satisfied to be saved themselves, but did not worry 
about.those who were not. She promised me the 
use of her drawing-room occasionally if I would 
gather some of the young people together for prayer 
and conference. 

Twenty of the young Endeavorers gathered at the 
first prayer-meeting, and every one engaged in prayer. 
I then unfolded the plan to them,—not my plan, but 
that which had been taught me by the great Teacher. 
In a few words, I tried to show them that we were 
members of A Great Company, and that there should 
be no sleeping partners in the firm; that. no. Chris- 
tian should be unemployed, and that God expects 
each believer to do his or her duty, and that duty is 
to win others... ee 

There were no preachers among us; we were just 
a band of young people with no experience. Most of 
us were nervous, especially the young girls, but in spite 
of that we arrived at the following resolution — that, 
“God helping us, we would allow no, day to pass 
without speaking to some one concerning his soul’s 
salvation,” and that henceforth we would be l:nown as 
the “Soul-Seeking Band.” We decided to meet every 
two weeks to report progress. ; 

On the first evening, other young Christians gath- 
ered with us, and after a season of prayer the mem- 
bers of the “Soul-Seeking Band” delivered their re- 
ports. I have heard some of the world’s greatest 
preachers, but I have never heard anything since as 
sweet, as thrilling, as inspiring as the reports of home 
mission work related by some of those girls in their 
teens or by young fellows just out of school. It was 
almost worthy of being added to “the Acts of the 
Apostles.” 

A young girl had tremblingly offered a tract to a 
low, evil-visaged saloon hanger-on, and instead of 
hearing the customary curse she had heard, “God 
bless you, missy.” Homes had been_visited; people 
had been personally invited to attend Divine worship; 
many who had thought it quite impossible to do any- 
thing for the Master had proved that they could do 
all things through Christ who strengtheneth. 

My self-appointed task was to visit thirty saloons 
every week to distribute Christian literature in_every 
bar among the men and women (in London, Eng.), 
and to invite them to a place of worship. I remem- 
ber the thrill I experienced when a man followed me 
out of a saloon, ‘weeping and expressing his desire 
to live a Christian life. It was Saturday, and he 
promised to go to church on Sunday. I was at his 
door on time. The mother answered my knock. I 
stepped right in and said, “Your son promised me last 
night that he would come to church with me to-night ; 
we'll thank God,” and without waiting for her to say 
yes or no I knelt down and prayed. He kept his word, 
professed conversion that night, and bade farewell to 
the saloons. 

Yes, there are thousands of young people to-day 
who could successfully engage in personal evangelism. 
Andrew brought his brother Simon to Jesus; that does 
not seem to be much, but I consider that Andrew had 
as much to do with the conversion of the three thous- 
and after Pentecost as his brother Simon, for he 
brought Simon to Jesus. We may not all be preachers, 
but we can all be “reachers”; let us reach forth and 
reach down and lift up. 

ye 
_A handy reference catalogue of books for Chris- 


tian workers will be sent you on request by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia. 
































Lesson for May 25 Jeremiah 7 : 1-26; 9 : 1-93 
IS 1-10; 18: 1-12; 2531-14; 26:1-24; 3631-32; 38: 1-28 
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When Hostile Jewish Leaders Confer 


A_meeting that may mark the beginning of co-operation 











By Thomas M. Chalmers nese er ez pirestor cof the 











It looks very much that way since Mr. Louis Mar- 

shall and three other leading Jews invited a num- 
ber of Jewish leaders from all over the land to meet 
in a Non-Partisan Palestine Conference, February 
17, 1924, at the Hote! Astor, New York, The meet- 
ing drew together a distinguished company of non- 
Zionist Jews, who deliberated over the question of 
the Jewish Agency and the organization of an In- 
vestment Corporation with adequate capital for the 
upbuilding and development of the economic resources 
of Palestine. It was something of deepest significance 
for men like Louis Marshall, President of the all- 
controlling America Jewish Committee, Dr. K. 
Frankel, of Chicago, Judge Lehman, and many other 
leaders to take part in such a conference to find a 
way for the co-operation of non-Zionist and Zionist 
ews. 

After many notable addresses had been given, in- 
cluding an impassioned speech Dr. Weizmann, 
President of the World Zionist Organization in an- 
swer to questions by Lee K. Frankel, and an address 
by the Palestinian expert, Dr. Ruppin, on the economic 
development of Palestine, the Conference adopted res- 
olutions empowering the president to appoint two com- 
mittees of seven members each for the purpose of 
organizing an investment corporation and to study the 
subject of the Jewish Agency and form a plan whereby 
American Jews can associate themselves: in such 
Agency. The Zionist Organization is now the Agency 
which, under the terms of the Palestine Mandate, deals 
with the British Administration in Palestinian mat- 
ters. It is desired that the entire Jewish people be 
represented in this Agency. It is planned to raise 
several millions of dollars for the first year’s work in 
economic investments in Palestine. 


What Influences Dr. Weizmann Must Overcome 


HE Call for the Non-Zionist Conference con- 
ained these words: ’ 

“The time has arrived when we firmly believe that 
the duty rests upon theeJews of this country who are 
not members of or affliated with the Zionist Organ- 
ization, to consider seriously their relations to the 
economic problems of Palestine and its cultural and 
industrial upbuilding.” : 

This is a great statement. It rallied to the Con- 
ference many serious-minded Jews, and the work of 
‘rallying the rank and file of American Jewry has 
begun. But there is tremendous inertia to be over- 
come and other obstacles, as the determined purpose 
of non-nationalistic Reform Jewry not to recognize 
that Israel is a nation,"as well as the indifference of 
smug business-getting, self-satisfied, wealth-pursuing 
Hebrews. Reuben Brainin, the dean of Hebrew let- 
ters, gives in the New Palestine an appraisement of 
the man who is expected to overcome all this array of 
proud business success in American Jewry. He says: 

“How can Weizmann achieve this task? How will 
he win to his side the needed forces? Einstein was 
won over; Mond was won over. Spirit knows how 
to conquer spirit. Weizmann demonstrated this. But 
how will Weizmann win over the Jewish financial 
world of America, the non-Zionist world? How is 
he to win over the spiritual leadership of America’s 
leading Jews? He is almost alone. He has no com- 
pulsion at his command. He has only the intuition 
of genius, the charm of his personality, the spiritual 
magnetism. And these things, these imponderable 
quantities which cannot be measured or weighed, will 
these intangible values be sufficient to draw into the 
work those Jews whose minds have been accustomed 
to dealing with large quantities, with iron realities? 

The way in which Weizmann will face and finish his 
task is indicated in this further word of Brainin con- 
cerning Weizmann and the Conference: 

“The second speech of Dr. Weizmann was the ut- 
terance of a proud and enthusiastic Zionist leader. 
The speech was filled with the rhythm of Zionist 
thought. This non-Zionist audience heard for the 
first time the credo of a great Jew who at that mo- 
ment personified in himself all of the Zionist move- 
ment until this day, all Zionist idealism, all the beauty, 
dignity, and visionary power of Zionism.” 


bd 
Campaign for the Palestine Foundation Fund 


T= new campaign to raise five million dollars for 
the Palestine Foundation Fund began March 12. 
It starts out under specially favorable circumstances, 
following the Non-Partisan Conference reported 
above and at a time when the cause of Palestine is 
drawing to itself strong men whose advocacy will 
mean so much. On this, the New Palestine says: “We 
shall be working in a charged atmosphere not, as 
hitherto, in detachment. The. whole of American 


[ THE tide turning for Zionism and Palestine ? 


progress and civilization depend. 


Sree Sen ae er 


-Jewry is gradually being involved in the honorable 


undertaking, 

, The quota assigned for New York Jewry to raise 
is $1,500,000 less, it seems, than the proportionate 
amount they should raise. Mr. David A. Brown, a 
non-Zionist of Detroit, has been called to the leader- 
ship in this campaign. The world is beginning to see 
a real effort by the Jews of the whole earth to build 
anew the national life of Israel in Palestine. How 
vital the work is and how leading Jews consider it is 
seen from the words of Dr. Weizmann: 

“New York, the greatest Jewish community in the 
world, could alone build up Palestine — and a beauti- 
ful Palestine. And what New York Jewry does to- 
day in this campaign will be of marked significance 
in the continued development of our homeland. The 
fate of a Jewish Palestine is in your hands, for this 
is the vital year of our work. The eyes of the Jewish 
world are. turned toward America, and Palestine 
expects that New York Jewry will do its duty.” 

“Palestine will be rebuilt,” thus spoke David A. 
Brown, who is leading this great campaign. He 
continues: “I have been to Palestine. I have seen 
the work of the Jewish pioneer. And I felt the joy 
of the spiritual values that are being created anew 
in the land of our fathers. I went to Palestine a non- 
Zionist. I did not return a hundred percent Zionist, 
but I did come back with enough Zionism to throw 
myself wholeheartedly into the work of the Keren 
Hayesod (Palestine Foundation Fund).” 


World’s Greatest Colonization Expert on Palestine 


ROFESSOR ELWOOD MEAD, of the Univer- 

sity af California, a great authority on colonization, 
was engaged by various governments “to examine and 
pronounce ‘his opinion on the value of certain terri- 
tories.” He was also invited by the Zionist Organiza- 
tion to appraise Palestine. His report is that of a 
scientist, not a Zionist. Some extracts from his re- 
port are given here: 

“For centuries Palestine has been but a shadow of 
its glorious past, not because it lacked resources, but 
because of lack of support for the things on which 
The only use the 
rab had for a tree was to cut it down; for a school, 


to close it. . . . Under the English mandate, order, 


justice, and stability are coming into existence. Roads 
and railroads are opening the way for commerce. 
There is new interest in schools, in reforesting the 
mountains, in harnessing the streams, and in many 
ways bringing into the services of man attractions 
and opportunities long neglected.” 

“My interest,” he continued, “in this restoration 
grew out of contact with earnest and able students 
who came from Palestine to the University of Cali- 
fornia for agricultural education and training. Cali- 
fornia is, in a remarkable way, an enlarged counter- 








The Jewish community of Tangier has decided to estab- 
lish a Moroccan Jewish University under the direction of 
the Grand Rabbi. 


A co-operative bank with a capital of twerity-five thous- 
and pounds, largely financed by Mrs. Mary Fels, has been 
opened in Jerusalem by the Bene Benjamin, an organiza- 
tion of native Palestinian Jews. 


There is a growing movement among the textile manu- 
facturers of Lodz, Poland, to settle in Palestine; twenty 
such manufacturers have already sold their business and 
plan to sail for Palestine by Passover, 


Cardinal Francis Bourne, Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Westminster, arrived in Jerusalem February 29, at the 
head of a delegation of 930 British Catholic pilgrims; the 
pilgrims, it is reported, were to remain at Jerusalem for 
ten days, then proceed to Nazareth; Cardinal Bourne was 
asked recently by the Pope to investigate conditions in 
Palestine and submit a report to him. 


The Jewish National Library in Jerusalem is growing 
by leaps and bounds; it is connected with the Hebrew 
University and contains at present 84,309 volumes, many 
gifts of whole libraries having been received from Jewish 
scholars as well as important collections from the Gov- 
ernments of France, Spain, Italy, and Czecho-Slovakia, be- 
sides notable accessions from the British Museum and 
the New York Public Library; the library of six thousand 
volumes of the late Professor Goldzhir, of Hungary, is 
soon to be transferred to Jerusalem. 


Pope Pius XI has issued confidential instructions from 
the Vatican to all of his European representatives, con- 
demning the movement to establish a Jewish Homeland 
in Palestine, according to the Jewish Tageblatt of Lodz; 
the same journal declares that Cardinal Kakowski, Arch- 
bishop of Warsaw, has received such instructions signed 
by the Pope himself; the Papal representatives are in- 
structed by the Pope to take whatever steps they can to 
prevent the establishment of a Jewish Homeland in Pales- 
tine and to prevent wherever possible Jewish immigration 
to Palestine—The New Palestine. : 
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- confidence and vision called Los Angeles. 





part of their own country. When one travels from 
the cool winds of Mount Carmel to the dry, hot valley 
of the Jordan, he experiences the same changes that 
he does in going from cool, foggy San Francisco to 
the hot, arid San Joaquin Valley of Central Cali- 
fornia. The well-watered, fertile coastal plain of 
Sharon resembles in climate and soil the more highly 
one traverses going from Los An- 
eles to San Diego. The Valley of the Jordan in 

alestine and Imperial Valley in California furnish 
two more remarkable resemblances. Both are below 
sea level. One furnishes the early watermelons for 
Damascus — the other, the early cantaloupe and let- 
tuce for New York. Mount Carmel near Haifa and 
Mount Tamalpais near San Francisco, are alike places 
of rest and refreshment for those who dwell in the 
hot, dry interior country. 

“Into this older land the _— are bringing the op- 
timism and energy of my home State on the shores 
of the Pacific. One finds in Jaffa an Arabic city of 
fifteen thousand people, which looks as though the 
only change in a thousand years had been to make the 
houses a little blacker. Alongside is the modern city 
of Tel-Aviv, also of fifteen thousand people. This 
new city has in the last six years grown like Jonah’s 
gourd. It has wide paved streets, modern plumbing, 
attractive and costly buildings, lighted by electricity. 
One business street, a mile long, had not been staked 
out three years ago. There is nothing with ‘which to 
compare this on this planet, except that marvel of 
The mod- 
ern flour mill at Haifa,-the electric lights at Tel-Aviv, 
the hydro-electric development at Tiberias, the provision 
for adequate water and sanitation at Jerusalem, are 
all evidence of Jewish acumen and ability. These show 
that rural development is reinforced and strengthened 
by industrial and business development. These are 
so largely in Jewish hands that they leave no ques- 
tion as to who is to have the economic and social con- 
trol of this country in the future.” 


we 
jewish Labor Beginning to Help Palestine 


ANOTHER significant sign of the times is-the an- 
4% swer that Jewish working organizations in Amer- 
ica are giving to the appeal of their brethren in the 
Holy d. This answer officially identifies the Jew- 
ish working class of America for the first time with 
the rebuilding of Palestine. Great interest has been 
aroused throughout this country, it is reported in the 
New Palestine, and the result is that in conferences 
held in New York, Chicago, and Philadelphia it has 
been decided to begin a campaign for $150,000 to be 
used for the purchase of tools and machinery for the 
Jewish workers in Palestine. This is indeed “a radi- 
cal departure” after this body of Jewish workmen had 
refused for ten years to help their brethren. 
% 


The Prophetic Meaning of It All 


Prom all the above it is clear as day that Zionism, 
united Jewry and the world are face to face with 
great changes. Is not the implied prophecy contained 
in the disaster to the Jewish commonwealth in 598-97 
B. C., as illuminated by the promise of restoration, 
about to be fulfilled in the reversal of that ancient 
carrying away to Babylon? The immense importance 
of the year 1923 in the history of Israel was pointed 
out by Dr. H. Grattan Guinness as far back as the 
year 1877, his judgment as to the critical nature of 
this time being derived from the very before-mentioned 
disaster, in relation to the final return of the Jews. 
Immense changes in the development of Palestine, with 
a great increase of returning Jews, are surely fore- 
shadcwed by the recent events reported above. All 
of which is emphasized by the recent declaration of 
the British Colonial Secretary in answer to a Parlia- 
mentary question, a declaration which the Jewish 
Chronicle, London, thinks may be “in many respects 
the most important that has been made by the British 
Government since the famous one issued by Lord Bal- 
four in November, 1917.” Mr. Thomas said: 

“His Majesty’s Government has decided, after care- 
ful consideration of all the circumstances, to adhere 
to the policy of giving effect to the Balfour Declara- 
tion of 1917, under which Great Britain undertook 
to promote the establishment in Palestine of a National 
Home for the Jewish people.” 

The year 1923 has gone, but the prophetic time 
runs on to the Passover season of 1924, and one may 
see therefore the true fulfilment in the new efforts to 
provide a vast increase of the Jewish population of 
Palestine. More than the mere return of large num- 
bers of Jews is the significant uniting of all the Jew- 
ries of the world for the return and upbuilding of the 
new national life in the Holy Land. 

New York. 
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LESSON 8 MAY 25. JEREMIAH AND THE BABYLONIAN CRISIS 
International Uniform Lesson.—Jeremiah 7 : 1-26; 9: 1-9; 15: 1-10; 18: 1-12; 25: 1-14; 26: 1-24; 36: 1-32; 38: 1-28 
Golden Text.—Amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice of Jehovah your God.—Jer. 26: 13 
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The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 


Jeremiah the prophet! And a “prophet” is one who 
speaks “for” GOD “to” men! And here he is! 


Jeremiah 26:1, 2, First, “ALL the words”; second, 
“Diminish’? “Not A WORD”! Third, but what 
words? “That I COMMAND thee.” Verse 8, “ALL 
that the Lord had commanded”! Jeremiah 23: 21-32, 
“The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream”! “What is the chaff to the wheat?” 2 Tim- 
othy 4:1, 2, “I charge thee... preach THE WORD.” 
Acts 20: 27, “I have not shunned to declare... ALL 
the counsel of God.” 

Second 


The prophet in trouble, arraigned for his LIFE! 
WHERE did he get into trouble? “In the house of 
the Lord”! And WHY? Because he spoke “false” 
things? No! Because he spoke TRUE things; 7. ¢., 
God’s Word! 

Jeremiah 26; 7-11, “In the house of the Lord.” They 
“Took him, saying, Thou shalt surely DIE”! “This 
man is worthy to die’! Jeremiah 5:30, 31, “The 
prophets prophesy falsely ... and my people LOVE 
to have it so”! Isaiah 30:10, “Prophesy NOT unto 
us right things, speak unto us SMOOTH things, 
prophesy deceits” ! 


2 Timothy 4:3, 4, “Will not endure SOUND doc- 


trine.” “Itching ears”! Teachers? People? Or 
both? 
Third 


The prophet’s simple defense! 


Jeremiah 26:12, The Lord “sent” me and gave the 
. “message”! .That’s all! Acts 4: 13-20, “We CAN- 
: NOT but speak.” 2 Corinthians 4:13, “We also be- 
| lieve, and therefore speak.” 


Fourth 
: But the prophet’s unabated EXHORTATION, 
{though PERSONAL unresisting submission! A great 
\ difference between “personal” pacifism, and doctrinal 
} treason | 

Jeremiah 26: 13-16, “Amend your ways.” “As for 

E, ... do with me as it seemeth good and meet 
unto you.” 

Matthew 5:30, “RESIST not evil.” Personal 
pacifism. 

Jude 3, “Earnestly CONTEND for THE faith”! 
Doctrinal loyalty. 

The living influence of dead Hezekiah’s example! 
And the harmony of the prophetic Word! 

Jeremiah 26: 18, 19, “Did Hezekiah at all put HIM 
to death?” And Micah prophesied “alike” as Jere- 
miah | . 

Acts 15:;13-17, “The words of the prophets 
AGREE.” 


MarsHatt, TEX. 
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The Message of the Lesson, 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas,2D.D. 


I. The Scripture To Be Read 
HE passage, Jeremiah 26: 8-16, is only one out 
of several more that would be equally suitable 
to illustrate the situation and the life and work 
of the prophet, but this passage is very typical of 
the position of affairs. 

The Truth Proclaimed (vs. 1-6). The theme of 
the prophet has been well described: “Reform or 
Ruin!” God’s message called for fearlessness and 
faithfulness. Unless the people repented, their fate 
would be like that of their northern neighbors (‘“Shi- 
loh,” v. 6). It is particularly striking that Jeremiah 
was to declare God’s word without any diminution 
(v. 2). Nothing could be plainer than the hopeful- 
ness of God (v. 3) and also the terrible alternative 
if. they refused to repent. 

The Truth Opposed (vs. 8-11). The reference to 
Shiloh, the ancient Jewish capital which fell through 
idolatry (1 Sam. 4: 10-12; Psa. 78:60), must have 
been “gall and wormwood” to the priests and false 
prophets (v. 7), and it is hardly surprising from their 
standpoint that they laid hold of Jeremiah and threat- 
ened him with death. The one reason alleged was that 
he had spoken about the consequences of disobedience ; 
not a thought is given to whether he had spoken the 
truth. 

The Truth Maintained (vs. 12-15). But Jeremiah 
Was too courageous to be put to silence, and, without 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 86 : 1-8. 
Primary Topic: God Saves a Brave Prophet. 

Lesson Material ; — 26 : 8-16. 

Memory Verse : ‘Thou, Jehovah, hast helped me.— Psa. 86: 17. 
Junior Topic: The Story of a Brave Prophet. 

Lesson Material : Jeremiah 26. 

Memory Verse: Aots 5: 29. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : Standing Bravely for the Right. 
Li for Young People and Adults: Jeremiah’s Message to 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Jeremiah 26 ;: 8-16 


26:8 And it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an 
end of speaking all that Jehovah had commanded him to 
speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets 
and all the people laid hold on him, saying, Thou shalt 
surely die. 9 Why hast thou prophesied in the name of 
Jehovah, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this 
city shall be desolate, without inhabitant? And all the 
a4 were gathered unto Jeremian in the house of Je- 

ovah. 

1@ And when the princes of Judah heard these things, they 
came up from the king’s house unto the house of Jehovah; and 
they sat in the entry of the new gate of Jehovah’s house. 
11 Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes 
and to all the people, saying, This man is worthy of death; 
for he hath prophesied against this city,as ye have heard 
with your ears. 12 Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes 
and to all the people, saying, Jehovah sent me to prophesy 
against this house and against this city all the words that 
ye have heard. 13 Now therefore amend your ways and 
your doings, and obey the voice of Jehovah your God; and 
Jehovah will repent him of the evil that he hath pro- 
nounced against you. 14 But as for me, behold, I am in 
your hand: do with me as is good and right in your eyes. 
15 Only know ye for certain that, if ye put me to death, ye 
will bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this 
city, and upon the inhabitants thereof; for of a truth Je- 
hovah hath sent me unto you to speak all these words in 
your ears. 

16 Then said the princes and all the people unto the 
priests and to the prophets: This man is not worthy of 
pom ad he hath spoken to us in the name of Jehovah 
our . 
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withdrawing anything, he simply repeated the Divine 
judgment, expressing his entire indifference to their 
treatment of him, only saying that if they put him 


to death God’s judgments would come upon them. - 


Once again, the man’s magnificent fearlessness stands 
out beyond all else. 

The Truth Realized (vs. 16-19). The princes were 
evidently conscious of the truth of what Jeremiah 
had said and decided that he had done nothing to jus- 
tify death. The reference to Micah is particularly 
interesting (Mic. 3:12). 

The Truth Persecuted (vs. 20-24). There was, 
however, another prophet, Uriah, who was not spared, 
but was put to death, even though it involved sending 
to Joppa for him. But Jeremiah was protected at 
this time (v. 24). 


Il. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Standing Bravely for 
the Right. (1) The only possible method and stand- 
ard of life is “the right.” This was the constant aim 
and strong determination of Jeremiah, All these mes- 
sages and actions were directed to this end, which was 
never out of his sight. (2) This must be adhered 
to at all costs and at all times. Like Luther when 
urged to surrender or even compromise, we must say, 
“Here I stand, I can do no other.” We must do right 
and “scorn the consequences.” Jeremiah is a striking 
instance of this. He was fearless before his foes (see 
chap. 36). (3) The only source of right is the will 
and word of God. “For right is right since God is 
God,” and like Luther we add to the above, “God ‘help 
me.” If a man says, as the leaders of Judah showed 
in Jeremiah’s time, “we must live,” the answer is 
that there is no need to live. Let us die rather than 
do wrong. ; 

2. Young People and Adults: Jeremiah’s Message 
to His People. For nearly forty years (mark the long 
time), Jeremiah was a constant aid courageous wit- 
ness for God against the sins of kings, princes, and 
people. When he could not influence the nation as a 
whole, he concentrated on the faithful remnant (chaps. 
43 and 44), and bade them look forward to the days 
of the Messiah (31:31). On every occasion his mes- 
sage was “God first,” and this meant: (1) God’s law 
their rule; (2) God’s will their guide; (3) God’s 
grace their strength; (4) God’s glory their object. 
Each-of these is seen in. Jeremiah’s life, and is fur- 
ther emphasized in the New Testament. Each one is 
a message for all of us and at all times. 


Ill. The Golden Text 


_ The text (Jer. 26:13) gives a summary of true life 
in three great requirements. 


1. Repentance —“Amend.” Notice the distinction 
between “ways” (inner tendencies) and “doings” (out- 
ward acts). See Psalm 103:7. Both are to be 
amended, for repentance is a “change of mind” (Greek) 
which is shown in a change of life. 


2. Trust—“The voice.” God’s will is seen in his 
Word (Heb. 1:1, 2), and we are to “hear his voice” 
(Heb. 3:7), which means that we are to ponder and 
trust in what he says. The trouble in Jeremiah’s 
day and also in ours is that other voices are heeded. 

3. Obedience.-—“Obey.” This is the proof of our 
— and trust, the sign that a change has taken 

ace. 

- “Repentance is to leave 
The sins we loved before; 
And show that we in earnest grieve 
By doing them no more.” 


Thus, these three are the essentials for us all, in 
relation (1) to sin, (2) to God, and (3) to life. 
They, remind us of the words so often seen at level 
crossings: “Stop! Look! Listen!” If only Israel had 
done this, what a difference it would have made. 


IV. Devotional Reading 


Psalm 86: 1-8 is particularly noteworthy, because of 
the recurrence of “for” eight times, showing (1) Pe- 
titions and (2) Pleas, The language is appropriate 
to. = character, circumstances, and attitude of Jere- 
mianh. 


_I. The Need (v. 1). Condescension to deep neces- 
sity. 

2. The Protection (v. 2). “Holy” means one in 
covenant -with God. 


3. The Mercy (v. 3). Daily mercies from daily 
prayer. 


4. The Joy (v. 4). Prayer always brings joy. 
@ 5, The Assurance (v. 5). A threefold picture of 


6. The Certainty (vs. 6, 7). “Iwill” and “thou 


“wilt.” 


¢ The Glory (vs. 8-10). God is unique (Jer. 513 
53). 
PHILADELPHIA, 


we 
Getting Started in Class 


HAT a railroad engineer would tear down a 


A danger signal set against him, and_ deliberately 
pilot his train to ruin is unthinkable. The mere ig- 


‘noring of such a signal would mean instant dis- 


missal. Yet men and women of all ages have re- 
sented being told of their evil practises and warned 
of impending doom, and have endeavored by one 
means or another to rid themselves of the admonish- 
ing voice. To-day, in spite of the striking examples 
of national deterioration and calamity in Europe 
which have so recently been before the public, men 
are still turning deaf ears to the Bible’s warnings 
against national corruption, the desecration of the 
Sabbath, and lawlessness. The priests and. the people 
in Jeremiah’s day found him worthy of death because 
his warnings condemned their lives. More subtle 
weapons of ridicule and sarcasm are used to-day, and 
whenever a warning voice is raised we hear the cry, 
“calamity howler,” or “Puritan,” or “banbug.” Evil- 
doers are ever ready to pull down the warning signal 
and rush to destruction, but let us remember that in 
our national life as well as in our individual lives the 
ridiculing of the warning can never eliminate the 
danger. Will the brakes be applied before it is 
too late? 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


ONTRAST the situations of Isaiah and Jeremiah. 

a 2. Contrast the characters of Isaiah and Jere- 
miah. : 

3. What do you know of Jeremiah’s family and 
birth? 

4. Can you name the kings through whose reigns 
Jeremiah lived and prophesied? 

5. How many times was Jerusalem besieged during 
Jeremiah’s life? What were the results? 

6. How many times did Jeremiah write out his 
prophecy? Why? What special help did he have 
in this task? 

7. Who saved Jeremiah’s life, in Jerusalem? How? 

8. Can you describe a situation in Jeremiah’s. life 
similar to Moses’ when he chose to suffer with the 
people of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of the 
Pharaoh’s court? 
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9, What constituted the hardest part of Jeremiah’s 
work? 

10, What elements of strength are seen in Jeremiah? 

11. What is the last glimpse of Jeremiah in the 
Bible record? ‘4 ‘ Pe 

12. Can you quote any prophecy of Jeremiah’s 
has san ently and Bm 2 Yulfilled ? 

13. How are Jeremiah’s character and lffe peculiarly 
fitted to help us in our present situation? 

14. Can you Wie any passage from Jeremiah’s 
Lamentation ? hat is its true message to you? 

15. What two chief features are needed to-day by 
those who are situated like Jeremiah? 

16. What is true patriotism? 

17. What does history teach us as to the utter un- 
trustworthiness of public opinion on matters of re- 
form? Consider the efforts of Martin Luther, John 
Knox, Savonarola, Frances Willard and Woodrow 
Wilson. 

18. If you are disturbed about any present-day agita- 


tion for reform, as a Christian what is your most 


direct route to a correct attitude? 

19: If one under firm conviction faces sincere op- 
position, what is an unfailing satisfactory policy to 
follow ? 

20. What do you understand about the Inspiration 
of the Bible? Was Jeremiah inspired, or were the 
words inspired? (2 Tim. 3: 16.) 

21. What does Jeremiah say about this in Jeremiah 
1:7-9? Where did God put his words? 


22. Do you know of any other book where the 
writers say, “Thus saith the Lord’? But is not the 
Bible full of this expression? 


23. Were there not many false prophets in the time 
of Jeremiah? Are there not false teachers now? 


24. Are not these the prophets opposing Jeremiah in 
cheaper 26? And whet Be you think they might 
have called him a pessimist? 

25. Is not Jeremiah 6:14 characteristic of false 
prophets? “ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Emanuel, God with Us.—When Jeremiah had made 
an end of speaking all that Jehovah had commanded 
(v.°8). In the old days out in the school yard when 
some Bully Brandt picked on Mommer’s Boy and 
Mommer’s Boy began to spunk up and cry, Bully 
Brandt was always in for a good lickin.’ Now Jere- 
miah was one of that sort. He was as full of emotion 
as a school girl, as his Lamentations show, but Jere- 
miah had a steel back bone, as this lesson shows. 
If it takes extraordinary nerve to go up against an 
opposing family or to brave the adverse opinion of a 
whole community you can imagine what sort of stuff 
was in Jeremiah who dared to face a whole nation, 
nobles and all, and tell them where they got off. This 
is not slang right here, with the metropolis on the 
Euphrates as the ntxt and last stop for the devil-be- 
fooled nation. ‘The secret of Jeremiah’s fearlessness 
was of course his sense of the presence of God and 


_ the knowledge’ that God was using him to save his 


people from the inevitable catastrophe that always lies 
ahead of the nation that forgets Most men are 
somewhat timid and nervous in themselves when they 
have to go up against opposition. There are, to be 
sure, seme natures that are brazen and belligerent, but 
they rarely get very far. The great majority of us 
are skittish and nervous like a good horse. Ever 
been: cross examined by the opposing lawyer? I am 
an old, hardened, and experienced salesman, but to 
this day I never enter the office of “His Royal High- 
ness” without some trepidation. That is why I al- 
ways write in my pocketbook Deuteronomy 31:6. The 
secret of Jeremiah was Emanuel. It will be the secret 
of the rest of us if we make our lives count for all 
God intended they should. 


The Philadelphia Way.—This man is worthy of 
death; for he hath prophesied against this city (v. 11). 
The most unpopular man with the sinners of the com- 
munity is the Jeremiah who has the courage to stand 
out and boldly tell of the sin and of the “Babylon” 
where that sin will land them. In the old “wet” days 
when drunkards filled Coatesville streets every od 
day, oh, how the “wets” did love some of us! How 
they smiled at us! What sweet things they said of us 
as we tried to better conditions. “Aren’t you afraid 
they will do something to you?” said the family. We 
were not afraid any more than Jeremiah was, “Thrice 
armed is he who hath his quarrel just.” If you 
hunted up Deuteronomy 31: 6 in the former paragraph 
you found what God says. No Coatesville “wet” was 
able to harm a Coatesville “dry,” and little old Coates- 
ville was saved from Babylon going dry two years 
before Uncle Sam buried John Barleycorn. The peo- 
ple who do little or nothing for the moral improve- 
ment of their city are often very sensitive to any ad- 
verse criticism of the conditions of the city. They 
want to “kill” the prophet (Prov. 12:1; 15:10; 
Eph. 5:11). Some years ago one of the popular 
“muckrakers” said of Philadelphia in a widely cir- 
culated magazine, “she is corrupt and contented.” The 
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The complete list Of Insecoctinnsl Uniform Lessons tor 


year may be from The Sunday ool Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 


a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. April 6—The Kingdom Rent Asunder 
t Kings 12:1 to 16:2 
2. April 13.—Elijah and the Struggle With Baal. 
1 Kings 16 : 29 to 19: 213 chap. 21; 2 Kings 1:1 to 2:12 
3. April 20.—Elisha: Teacher and Statesman ; 
1 Kings 19: 15-21; 2 Kings 2 to 10; 13 : 14-21 
Or, Easter Lesson.—The Risen Christ ..... Mark 16: 1-15 
4. April 27—Amos and Hosea Pleading for Righteousness 
(Temperance Lesson.) ...... Books of Amos and Hosea 
gs. May 4.—The Assyrian Exile of Israel ..2 Kings 11 to 17 
6. May 11.—Jehoiada’s Victory Over Baal 
1 Kings 14:21 to 15:24; 22; 2 Kings 11 and 12 
gy. May 18.—Isaiah and the Assyrian Crisis 
2 Kings 18 to 20; Isaiah, chaps. 36 to 38 
& May 25.—Jeremiah and the Babylonian Crisis 
Jeremiah 7: 1-26; 9:1-9; 1531-10; 1821-12; 25: 1-14; 
26 3 1-24; 36 : 1-32; 38 : 1-28 
9. June 1—The Babylonian Exile ‘of Judah 
2 Kings 21 to 25; 2 Chronicles 36 
10. June 8.—Ezekiel Encourages the Exiles 
Psalm 137 : 1-6; Ezekiel 34 
1x. June 15.—The Return and the Rebuilding of the Temple 
Ezra 1, 3 to 6 








“wide openers” wanted to call an indignation meeting 
or something, but Dr. Floyd Tomkins, rector of Holy 
Trinity, and some more of the Christian folks called 
a prayer-meeting. At the next election an honest 
old German merchant named Blankenburg was made 
Mayor and the housecleaning taken in hand. Phila- 
delphia is no longer corrupt and contented. If, instead 
of wanting to put Jeremiah to death, the “nobles” of 
Jerusalem had asked Jeremiah to conduct a season of 
fasting and prayer, the miseries of the Babylonian 
slavery might have spared. 


Sartor Resartus!—Amend your ways and your do- 
ings, and obey the voice of ... your God (v. 13). 
“This garment is very hard to, mend,” remarks the 
lady over there at her sewing table. The principal 
reason for the difficulty of the mending is that I did 
not discover how far gone the thing was before I 
= it to her. This is what ailed the Hebrews. They 

neglected their “ways and doings” so long they 
had worn thin, They —= as the event proved, as 
the lady of the needle said of my garment, “Will, 
they are past mending.” Right in here comes in one 
value of the church and Sunday-school and prayer- 
meeting habit. “A stiteh in time saves nine.” If, 
every seven days, this garment of life in which we 
are enclosed gets a looking over and a good pressing 
and the spots taken out and all nicely folded, we go 
along the week a well-groomed man. We used to 
have a doctor in ‘Coatesville who was the town’s best 
dresser. He confided to me one day when I was jok- 
ing the suit he had on about “being to a fire,” “Ridg- 
way, this isn’t a new suit at all. have had it four 
years. The whole secret of having good clothes is to 
take care of them.” His wife told me, “Every time 
the doctor takes off his clothes he folds them and puts 
them away as carefully as a girl does her wedding 
dress.” I am wondering if the whole secret of having 
good “ways and doings” is not also in taking care 
of them, When we are “church folks” we have a 
eat advantage over the “lay-abed-Sunday-newspaper 
ch” who have no use for church. Once a week at 
least, and many of us in the midweek, we have our 
attention attracted to the “voice of our God.” 
or a girl cannot get very far away from goodness in a 
week, Or to keep to our sartorial figure, you cannot 
wear out a suit of clcthes in a week. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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7 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tae Principce oF CorrELATION.—Connect with 
the lesson, related truth from other sources. 








HE Lesson Committee has selected eight different 

passages from the book of Jeremiah for our spe- 
cial consideration. It may be that much of the time 
of the class will be taken with the detailed consider- 
ation of these passages or by a comprehensive study 
of the life and character of the . But if it 
seems best to the teacher to dwell upon the selected 
passages, not so much in detail but as representing 
certain phases of God’s dealings with Judah through 
the prophet, then any or all of these may be dealt 
with under gui of the principle suggested above. 
The first is a Call to Repentance, which may be par- 
alleled in many of the prophets, in John the Baptist 
and in the message of the greatest Prophet of all. 
Next we have a Lamentation for the People’s Sin, 
and the book of Lamentations will naturally suggest 
itself with other similar expressions including our 
Lord’s heart-cry over Jerusalem. third is a 
Judgment Prophecy which Isaiah or other prophets 
can sadly duplicate. Next is an illustration of Ob- 
ject Teaching. This, too, may be correlated with the 
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method of other prophets and of the Master Teacher. 
The Reproach for Impenitence embodied in the next 
selection also finds a parallel in Isaiah, and suggests 
again the familiar words, “And ye would not.” The 
selections from chapters 26 and 38 may be entitled 
“The Prophet’s Reward,” and suggest again some 
words of the Lord when he reproached the people of 
his day for the attitude of their fathers toward the 
prophets, which had descended to their children. The 
fate of John the Baptist, of Stephen, of the Lord him- 
self and of his later followers can all be correlated 
with this study. The literal destruction of the written 
Word of God has had recent parallels in some Roman 
Catholic countries, but its destruction by its pre- 
tended friends among the critics is more insidious and 
more disastrous to faith. 


Huntinopon, Pa, 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


pas spoke as the last messenger of God to his 
people before the Assyrian deportation. In like 
manner, Jeremiah spoke as the last messenger of God 
to his people before the Babylonian captivity. These 
two captivities taken together were not only the fulfil- 
ment of one of the most important predictions of the 
Old Testament (Deut. 28: 63-68), but were likewise 
one of the most important features in the whole his- 
tory of the chosen nation. It is reasonable, therefore, 
that the divine pleadings, warnings, and predictions 
concerning these great events should be presented at 
length in the Word of God. Isaiah and Jeremiah 
have contributed two of the most extensive prophecies 
in the Scriptures. In the writings of both, there is 
the immediate appeal from Jehovah to the apostate 
nation, — an appeal of marvelous tenderness and heart- 
broken. grace,—and with this appeal, there is the 
prophecy of the immediate judgments that were about 
to fall and a vision of their far-reaching effects. 

In Jeremiah’s prophecy, there is a definite time de- 
termined for the captivity of Judah in Babylon. Be- 
ginning with the events recorded in Jeremiah 30: I- 
10, the captivity was to continue seventy years (2 
Chron. 36:21; Jer. 25: 11, 12), and was specifically a 
judgment of Jehovah upon the people because of their 
neglect of the sabbath (Lev. 26: 33-35). As the end 
of the seventy years drew near, Daniel was reminded 
of the explicit prophecy by Jeremiah as to the time 
of the captivity (Dan. 9:2) and was encouraged to 
make his: wonderful prayer for the deliverance of his 
people (Dan. 9:3-19). Immediately following this 
prayer, Daniel receives the prophetic vision concerning 
the seventy weeks (Dan. 9: 20-27). 

While a portion of the people returned under Ezra 
and Nehemiah, the nation was never re-established 
as _such in the land, nor has it been to this day. 

Jeremiah looks on to the tribulation (30: 1-7) and to 
the coming kingdom of Messiah in the earth (23: 1-8; 
33: 1-26). 

Dattas, TEx. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet capteining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
iMustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. > 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are als¢ 
needed. 





For the lesson of December 21 illustrations are dee 
ye on the optional Christmas lesson, not on Zac< 
cheus. 





The Human Ladder.—I command thee (Jef. 
26:2). The message must have a messenger. A 
hotel was on fire. It was a five-story wooden struc< 
ture. It was thought that the guests were all res- 
cued. The lower story was burning fiercely. The 
firemen stood back, when lo! at a fifth-story window 
there appeared the white face of an invalid woman, 
who had been forgotten. Up went the ladder. It 
proved five feet too short. Quick as a flash a broad- 
shouldered fireman stepped beneath the window, 
straightened up, and said, “Rest the ladder on my 
shoulders.” They did so. One held on, while another 
went up, smashed the window, and took the woman 
in his arms, and in a moment she was safe. The 
ladder was long enough to do the business when it 
was pieced out by the length of a man. So is the 
Gospel when man becomes God’s method.—Sent_ by 
the Rev, W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


Blaming the Mud.—Why hast thou prophesied in 
the name of Jehovah? (v. 9.) A small boy, covered 
with mud, ran to his mother. “Bobbie! Bobbie! what 
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have you been doing?” 
dirt wouldn’t be.careful,” was his ex- 
cuse. How often men blame the drink, 
circumstances, friends, the Devil, and in 
spirit say, “The dirt wouldn’t be’ care- 
ful.” Some even blame God for the 
Gospel, which reveals the dirt, saying, 
“Why speak to us of sin?”—From Foot- 
steps of Truth. Sent by the Rev. W. 
Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 


“It Is for God.” —As for me, behold, I 
am in your hand: do with me as is good 
and right in your eyes (v. 14). An old 
low caste woman in India was once asked 
the price of a temple in the process of 
building. She turned to the missionar 
in surprise and said, “We don’t know. It 
is for our god. We don’t count the cost.” 
Let us not count the cost of any sacri- 
fice for our Lord.—From “Building with 
India.” Sent by Mrs. J. F. King, Web- 
ster City, lowa. 

A Common Question.—Amend your 
ways and your doings, and obey the voice 
of Jehovah your Ged (Golden Text). 
Once in a meeting at Newton, Mass., 
the speaker was asked by a little girl, 
“Please, sir, how can we be Christians 
and have our own way ?”—Sent by E. B. 
Tetley, Madison, Me. 


Have We the Dog’s Standard?— 
Obey the voice of Jehovah your God 
(Golden Text). A roadmender had a 
dog he used to take to work with him. 
He took off his coat and called his dog 
to mind it. Presently a rabbit crossed 
the road. The dog jumped up, chased it, 
and brought it to his master’s feet. An- 
other roadmender had a dog. It too was 
told to mind its master’s coat. A rab- 
bit crossed the road. The man watched 
his dog jump up, quivering from head to 
tail waiting for a word from his mas- 
ter. But he did not speak, and the dog 
stuck to his post minding his charge.— 
From J. W. C. Fegan, in the Christian. 
Sent by M. J. James, Toronto, Can. 

Bringing Somebody.—Obey the voice 
of Jehovah your God (Golden Text). 
A little girl, who had been listening to 
a ‘sermon which urged efforts to bring 
people to Jesus, said: “I think I'll bring 
somebody to Him.” “Whom will you 
bring?” asked her father. “I think I'll 
bring myself,” was the answer. That is 
always the way of obedience.—From the 
Sunday Circle. Sent by the Rev. W. 
Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng, 


3 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Trust and obey.” 

“I am coming home.” 

“My Lord and I,” 

“Take my life, and let it be.” 
“Trusting Jesus.” 

“Blessed Assurance.” 

“Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus.” 
“The child of the King.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm_ book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,”’ published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) ‘ 

“Lord, My Petition Heed” (171 : 1-3). 
Psalm 86 : 1-7. 
“Trust and Never Fear” (58 : 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 1-35 5) 7-9, 13» 14 
“The Path of. Life’ (24: 1,- 3,-4). 
Psalm 16: 5-11. 
“The Sower” (261: 2, 3). Psalm 126: 1-6. 
“Thou Carest for Me” (157 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 24-28. 


“Oh, mamma, the 


i + 3 
From the Platform — 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the courage of thy prophets 
of old. We thank thee that to-day faithful 
servants of thine speak forth the truth with- 
out fear. Guard these, we pray thee, from 
inward weakness in the conflict and from 
outward harm. May their call to the care- 
less, and the perverse, and the faithless 
be heeded, and may many be brought into 
the way of righteousness and the fellowship 
of the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. In 
his dear name we pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—One day in a pub- 
lic school a teacher was speaking inci- 
dentally of certain Old Testament stories, 
and said, “Of course nobody nowadays 
believes such stories as that.” Instantly 
a young girl rose, and exclaimed, “Why, 
Miss . I believe them, and I know 
lots of people who do!” There was a 
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sudden hush in the room, and the teacher, 
looking quite annoyed said quickly, “Well, 
we won’t go into that,” and went on with 
the recitation. Would. you have had the 
courage to do what that girl did? Do we 
keep still when we should speak out for 
our faith? Are we afraid, even when 
we know that God wants us to stand 
boldly for him? Jeremiah was deemed 
worthy of death, but that didn’t silence 
him. He was ready to suffer and to die, 
but not ready to refuse to speak out for 
God. Perhaps you may be called upon 
to do that very unexpectedly somewhere. 
Will you? 





ARE YOU 


FAILING 
FAITHFUL \ IN A CRISIS ? 


WHICH ? 











% 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Engine 1456.” 

Discussion: How can a fellow best 
pass on to others God’s Word? Must 
he be a minister of the Gospel, neces- 
sarily, to do it? Can he not reach high- 
est efficiency in this as a minister or 
missionary? Can a man of business, or 
of secular professional life, make his 
business or his profession a means of 
speaking for God? How? 

Objective: Be a spokesman for God 
in any event. 











AY, fellows, at Greenville, S. C., a 
few days ago, I saw the New York 
to New Orleans “Piedmont Limited” 
changing engines. As the big locomotive 
which was to carry the train to Atlanta 
came from the roundhouse, I noticed an un- 
usual medallion shield on its front. In bold 
characters at the top of the shield was 
the engine’s number; and just below was 
an open Bible. On the face of the Book, 
in plain characters, was inscribed: “Thy 
Word Is Truth — John 17: 17.” 
It is not uncommon to see the emblem 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


of some secret order, or other figure, on 
an engine front. It seems that engineers 
are given the privilege of thus adorning 
their machines, identifying them. with 
something that is of deep personal con- 
cern to them. Dave Fant, the driver 
of that engine, is known from one end 
of the division to the other as the “En- 
gineer Evangelist.” I shook his gri 
hand that morning and looked into his 
big kindly face, out of which the love 
of God fairly shines, Fellows, you can 
be a spokesman for God, even in overalls. 
And if you are wise ertough to put the 
right value on your privilege as his 
spokesman, God’s voice, God’s light, God’s 
love will in some refreshing way 
stamped upon everything you touch. 
Whenever engine “1456” comes speedin 
along the rails, up the long grade, roun 
the curve, or over the bridge, men are 
reminded that God’s Word is Truth. The 
medallion is illuminated at night, and 
whether standing at the station, impatient 
for the conductor’s signal, — “‘’Board!”, 
—or .at the destination, uncoupling to 
make its way through the yards to the 
roundhouse, panting and wearied by the 
long run, yard men, hostlers, porters, trav- 
elers — looking up at that luminous em- 
blem, “Thy Word Is Truth,” are quick- 
ened, and faith in God is revived. 

I think if Jeremiah had been an en- 
gineer he would have had God’s message 
stamped also on his locomotive. And all 
the priests and the prophets of Judah 
could not have made him take down his 
medallion, though they threatened him 
with death. For Jeremiah said to thent, 
“Do your worst with me, but fail not to 
hear what Jehovah says!” And they did 
the worst, but the jury declared him “Not 
Guilty.” The princes and all the ple 
said, “This man is not worthy of death; 
for he hath spoken to us in the name of 
Jehovah our God.” 

Fellows, did it ever occur to you that 
your life will be a failure unless it in 
some way bears God’s message to the 
world? And it must be a positive decla- 
ration —no half-way stuff. Be an out- 
and-out spokesman. There is nothing so 
well worth saying as that -which God 
will give you to say for him, if you are 
willing to say it regardless ‘of the conse- 
quences to yourself. And the world is 
waiting for it — waiting longingly for it. 
Just that. Any man who will speak for 
God with all his heart and soul, with all 
his brain and all his muscle, will never 
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lack for an appreciative hearing — and 
responsiveness. It is when we try to 
adulterate the message and dilute it with 
apologies that people get disgusted and 
yawn. God knows better than any other, 
just what people need to know, and he 
has put the Truth in his Book. You can- 
not improve on that. It has stood the 
test of ages. It is fresher and more ap- 
plicable, if possible, to-day than when it 
was written centuries ago; and you can- 
not say that about any other piece of lit- 
erature! It is the Morning News and 
the Evening Dispatch. Subscribe to it. 
And if your neighbor does not already 
take it, pass it on to him, 

“Thy Word Is Truth’! 


GreEENsSBORO, N.C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By ‘Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Courage in a crisis. 
2. Jerttsalem’s crisis —and America’s. 




















<= you read this story of Jeremiah 
and not feel the high quality of -his 
courage — standing steadfast for ‘the 
right, as God had revealed it to him, until 
the unpopularity he thus aroused mounted 
into threatened death? First of all let us 
who try to teach this lesson to young 
people ask ourselves how our courage 
compares with Jeremiah’s. Are you will- 
ing to continue faithfully to deliver God's 
message to those young people even when 
it proves unpopular, to the point of -de- 
stroying you? Unless you are, have you 
any message for your girls in this les- 
son? . 

2. Even, a casual reading Of Jeremiah’s 
book reveals what a crisis Jerusalem was 
facing — what emergency hours were 
upon her, as well as how ‘bitter was 
Jeremiah’s reiterated message “that the 
city must surrender and accept the dis- 
cipline being worked out through Ged’s 
own plan. Could we possibly compare 
that situation with Germany’s in the last 
months of the great recent war? That 
was no favorite who cried, “Surrender ! 
Accept defeat from our foes and learn 
the lesson God is thus teaching us. Only 
in this course lies otr ultimate salvation.” 

America is facing no external foe, 
there is no warfare with firearms to be 
fought to-day, but is there not a war 
within more deadly than one fought with 
bullets and bombs, a war against all the 
established moral authorities, even against 
the authority of God himself and his 
Book? Our message is not like that -of 
the young prophet of Jerusalem, but oh, 
may our courage be! Have you a girl 
ready to surrender even her rights and 
privileges for others’ sake, to stand for 
absolute purity of life, especially in its 
recreations, however mage this may 
seem to make her? ave you one -of 
whom could be said—as was lately said 
of a certain young woman by an older 
one who had long known and watched her 
life—“She has made over more than 
one girl’s life in that city (where she had 
lived one and a half years) by her own 
way of living. She doesn’t preach about 
frivolities and social dangers, but she 
just keeps her own life absolutely free 
from anything that even the weakest 
could stumble over, and then the very 
courage and joy. of her wins them for 
her Master.” The authority of God’s 
Word is final in her life. 

Read on a bit farther than the lesson- 
passage to see how true courage turned 
the tables in Jeremiah’s case. Those same 
princes to whom the priests were accus- 
ing the prophet, and to whom Jeremiah 
had so fearlessly cried, “Amend your 
ways and your doings!” declared, when 
all the evidence was in, “This man is not 
worthy of death, for he hath spoken to 
us in the name of our God.” Show that 
final result to your girl who is halting 
between living for popular approval and 
living for her Lord. 


Home Study 
Read Jeremiah’s story this week in 
these passages: Jeremiah 1: 1-10, 17;°7: 
5P10% 34, 183. 202 143-91: 1-93-22: 1-3; 
25; 26; 29; 36; 37; 38; 39; 40; 43. 
Decatur, GA. 
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for May 25 


For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Topic.—God saves a brave 
prophet. 
Lesson Teaching.—God helps and saves 
his brave messengers. 


Introduction—Sometimes the leaders 
of God’s people were kings, who ruled 
the people and told them what they must 
do. Sometimes the leaders were prophets, 
who tried to teach God’s people what God 
wanted them to do. People had to obey 
their kings, but they did not always like 
to obey God’s messages spoken by God’s 
prophets. 

Review.—Six weeks ago our story told 
about Elijah, the brave prophet, who 
stood before King Ahab and spoke God’s 
message, that there should not be dew 
nor rain for a long time. King Ahab 
was so angry that he wanted to kill Eli- 
jah, but God saved his life and cared 
for him by the brook until the water 
whee up, then afterwards in the widow’s 

ome. 


Story Items.—More than three hundred 
ears went by, when another prophet, 
eremiah, bravely spoke God’s message. 
ecause of this his life was in danger. 
This was the cause: Thé people would 
make and worship idols of wood, brass, 
or stone, disobeying God’s commands: 


Thou shalt have no other gods before’ 


me; Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image —to worship it. 

God was grieved because the people 
chose idols, so he asked Jeremiah to be 
his messenger to warn the people of their 


ger. 

(We know that people who drive autos 
must obey the rules of the road and the 
warning signals, or they have trouble.) 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “The Little setts Telling Bible Stories ” 





Jeremiah. 
as 
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Jeremiah 7 : 1-26; 9: 1-9; 
I-10; 1831-12; 25 31°14; 2631-24; 36:1-32; 38 : 1-28 





These people would not believe that there 
was any danger, so they hated Jeremiah. 

God’ said to Jeremiah, Go to my tem- 
ple; speak to the people who come to 
worship; if they listen and repent, I can 
bless them; if they disobey, they must 
be punished—their beautiful city will 
be destroyed and my temple will be 
thrown down. 

Jeremiah bravely spoke God’s message, 
but the priests, prophets, and people did 
not like it, so they said, Let us put Jere- 
miah to death and stop his warnings. 
They went to the princes and said, Jere- 
miah ought to die because he speaks 
against our cities. 

* But God had a plan to save brave Jere- 
miah. The princes said, We want. to 
hear him ourselves, so Jeremiah came and 
spoke to them. He said, It was the Lord 
who sent me to warn the people and say, 
Amend your ways and pave’ doings and 
obey the voice of the rd. Do what 
you please with me, I am in your hands 
—I fear no evil, for the Lord is with 
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me—but if you kill me because I have 
spoken ’s message, you will surely 
find out that God sent me, 

After talking things over among them- 
selves the princes said, Jeremiah does not 
deserve to die; he has truly spoken God's 
message, so Jeremiah’s life was spared 
that time and at other times. In his 
prayers he must have thanked God and 
said, Thou Jehovah hast helped me. 

Do you remember how God saved the 
life of baby Joash so that he became 
king? (Recall briefly.) Can you tell at 
home how God saved the brave prophet 
Jeremiah? . 

Do you know that God’s care is round 
about each one of us, although we may 
not always think about it? 

“How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 

That round about me like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere, 

He cares for me.” : 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 

Iowa, 35 cents, postpaid.) 


PeortA, ILL. 








Lesson 34. 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
May 25. The Book of Ruth. Entire Book of Ruth 
Golden Text.—And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, and to return from following 


after thee; for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lod: 
nee people shall belay people, =i thy God my God.—Ruth 1: 16 


gest, I will lodge; thy 











Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons" on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 


Sixth Period—Judges to Saul 


35. June 1.—Call and Commission of 
Samuel .....ccccccces sesceccecceece 1 Sam. 1-3 
36. June 8.—Capture of the Ark ..1 Safn. 4-7 


Seventh Period—Saul to Solomon 


‘| 37. June ts.—Life of Saul ........:. 1 Sam. 8-12! 


38. June 22.—Saul’s Downfall .. . 23-35 
39. June 29.—David and Goliath ..1 Sam. 16, 17 
40. July 6.—David and Jonathan ..1 Sam. 18-21 
41. July 13.—David’s Exile ...... 1 Sam. 22-24 
42. July 20.—Sin and Sentence of Saul 


1 Sam. 26-31 
43. July 27—David Becomes King of 
r Judas cccccccvccceveoscsccccsecces 2 Sam. 1-4 
44. Aug. 3—War With the Philistines 

2 Sam. 5, 6 


4s. Aug. 10.—The Davidic Covenant 
2 Sam. .7-10 
46. Aug. 17.—David’s Sin and Repentance 
2 Sam. 11, 12 
47. Aug. 24.—Absalom’s Rebellion .2 Sam. 15-19 
48. Aug. 31.—David’s Sin in Numbering . 
Israel .ccccccncccsccccccccccccccccccs 2 Sam. 24 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Phiiadelphia School of the Bible 


Introduction 


By simple and obvious analysis of 
the Book of Ruth makes her its 
theme and sees in (1) her choice (1: 
16, 17; key verses); (2) her persistence 
in that choice (2:10, 13, 23); her claim 
(3:9) and (4) her reward (4:10) an 
outline of a progressive Christian experi- 
ence. A dispensational view makes the 
book prophetic. of the time yet to come 
when the Lord, after her long years of 
chastisement (Hos. 3:4, 5), will bring 
Israel “home again empty” (chap. 1; see 
verse 21); accept her on the basis of a 
mere Gentile faith (chap. 2; see Rom. 
11:31 and context); admit that he is 
her “near kinsman” (chap. 3; see verses 
9, 13) and reinstate her as his wife 
(chap. 4; see Isa. 54:5-8). That the 
book is historical is clear, in that after 
the exile such a marriage of a pious Is- 
raelite with a Moabitess would have been 
considered disreputable and would not 
have been invented. 
Historical Setting 

The narrative of the Book of Ruth be- 
longs to “the days when the judges 
ruled” (1:1) and, probably, soon after 
the conquest (note that Boaz was the son 
of Rahab, Josh. 6:25; Matt. 1:5). Its 
purpose is to form a connecting link be- 

a - 











tween Judges and “the Kingdom books” 
(Samuel and Kings); for (1) the tribe 
of Judah, of which the former says so 
little (Judg. 1: 1-20; 15: 10-13) and the 
latter so much, again comes to the front; 
(2) its narrative culminates in the gene- 
alogy of Jehovah’s king (4: 18-22; comp. 
Deut. 17: 14, 15; 1 Sam. 16:1, 12; Psa. 
89:20, 21); and (3) this genealogy re- 
sumes “the birth register of the begotten 
sons” (Gen. 5: 3-32; I1: 19-26; 25:10; 


comp. Matt. 1: 1-17; Luke 3: 23-28) — J 
or..! 
15:45, 47) with the first, preparing the | 


connects “the second Adam” (1 
way for his second great ancestor Da- 
vid (Matt. 1:1). 


Geography 


The site of Bethlehem, over twenty- 
five hundred feet above sea level, is 
along the east and northeast slopes of a 
long rocky ridge. The great north and 
south road over the central ridge of 


Palestine runs by it on the west. The} 
stony but fertile fields where Ruth 
gleaned, lie around and below it. From 


favorable points may be seen, thirty miles 
to the east, the purple walls of the high 
plateau of Moab; between, but out of 
sight in the deep Jordan valley thirteen 
hundred feet below sea level, is the head 
of the Dead Sea. The toilsome way of 
the travelers led them down into the in- 
tense heat of the valley, north to the ford 
at Jericho, ‘and up the steep, barren, 
waterless road to the meeting-place (1: 
19) at the well by the gate of. Bethlehem 
(2 Sam. 23:.14-16), a journey of at least 
sixty miles. Consult maps. 


How to Study this Lesson 


Was Elimelech right in going to 
Moab? Of what was the famine a 
proof? (Deut. 28: 12, 24.) Note Naomi’s 
confession (1:20, 21): Naomi means 


“pleasant” and Mara means “bitter”; she, 


accurately, used one name for God as 
chastening (comp. Job 5:17, 18; 22: 21- 
23; see Scofield Reference Bible, under 


Gen. 17:1) and another as bringing her | 
Her knowledge of God was far | 
from clear (1:8, 9; 2:20; 4:14, 15).| 


home. 


What light does the family experience 


throw on the ways and character of God? | 


(comp. 2 Tim. 2:13; Psa. 103:9, 10, 13; 
I’Cor, Th: 424 ‘ 

Ruth’s choice: Contrast her choice of 
people and God (1:16) with that of 
Orpah (1:15). Had Naomi been test- 
ing her? (1:18.) Gather evidence of 
further testings; necessity (2:2); dan- 
ger (2:9); strangeness (2:10); differ- 
ences (2:13); the people had not ac- 
cepted her at once. What had won 
her the admiration of the best people? 
(2:11.) At what conclusion had Boaz 
arrived? (2:12.) How is she an ex- 
ample? (comp. Rom. 12:10; 15: 1-3; 
Gal. 6: 2.) 
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Study Boaz: His reputation (2:1; 
Rotherham translates, “a man of great 
integrity”); his attitude to his servants 
(2:4); his care for others (2:9, 14); 
his interest in the people (2:11); his 
generosity (2:15, 16); his reliability (3: 
4, II, 13, 14) ; his thoughtfulness (3: 17) ; 
his energy (3:18); his honesty (4: 4) ; 
his social standing (4:11, 12). Did Na- 
omi know that nothing could be expected 
of the other kinsman? 

The redeemer: Twelve times the word 
“kinsman” occurs, and in every case but 
one (2:1) it translates a word, the root 
of which means “to redeem.” The same 
word is translated “redeem” seven times 
(4:4, 6). The claim of Ruth (3:9) and 
the act of Boaz (4:9, 10) are based upon 
inheritance redemption (Lev. 25:25) and 
raising up a brother’s name on his in- 
heritance (Deut. 25:5-10). The inheri- 
tance redemption was obligatory in this 
case, but the other was not. The “kins- 
man-redeemer” is a type of Christ (Jer. 
50: 33, 34; John 10: 11, 15, 17, 18; Gal. 
3:13; 4:4, 5; Heb. 2:14, 15; 1 Peter 
£2. 36).: 100 


Other Scripture 


Passages that give narratives and other 
Biblical facts associated with Bethlehem 
are Genesis 35: 16-20; Micah 5: 1-3; 
Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12. The 
rights of gleaners under the law are 
given in Leviticus 19:9, 10 and Deuter- 
onomy 24:19-22. The status of Ruth 
the Moabitess (note that she is persist- 
ently so designated, 1: 22; 2: 2, 6, 21; 4: 
5, 10) is plain from Numbers 22: 1-7; 
25: 1-18; 31:1-18; Deuteronomy 23: 3- 
5. Psalm 103: 1-22 may be studied as 
to. the character and work of God. 


Reference Literature 

Notes on Ruth in “The Numerical 
Bible,” by F. W. Grant (Loizeaux Bros., 
New York, $2.50 each). “Christian 
Worker’s Commentary,” by James M. 





Giay, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $3). “Synthetic Bible Studies,” by 
ames M. Gray, D.D. (Revell, $2.25). 
“Manual of Bible History,” by W. G. 
Blaikie (Nelson and Son, New York, 
$1.75). Articles on Bethlehem, Moab, 
and Ruth in “A Dictionary of the Bible,” 
by John D. Davis, D.D. (Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, $4). 


PHILADELPHIA. 


For Teachers of Children 
| By Kate Tarlton 


gee the time of the judges there 

lived in Bethlehem a man by the 
name of Elimelech. His wife was Na- 
omi, and they had two sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion. There was a famine in the land, 
crops were very poor, and Elimelech took 
his family, left his own people, and 
moved into the land of Moab. The 
heathen people of Moab worshiped idols, 
and Elimelech and his family wandered 
away from God. Soon Elimelech died 
and left Naomi alone with her two sons. 
The sons fell in love with young women 
of Moab. Mahlon married Ruth and 
Chilion married Orpah, and they were 
very happy. Ruth and Naomi were splen- 

id young women, but it was against the 
law of Moses for the Israelites to marry 
into heathen families. Naomi’s sons died 
and she and Ruth and Orpah were left 
alone. 

News came to Naomi that the Lord 
had taken away the famine from Beth- 
lehem, so she decided to go back to her 
old home again. She was homesick and 
sad, and felt that the Lord was against 
her, but the.trouble was that she had 
drifted away from the Lord. She told 
Ruth and Orpah she was going to leave 
and she was sorry to separate from thein, 
but she thought it would be best for them 
to return to their own homes. She 
thanked them for their love and kind- 
ness to her sons and to herself and prayed 
that God would bless them and give 
them happiness. She kissed them good- 
bye, and they wept and said surely they 
would go with her. 

Naomi told them she could not promise 
them any happiness in her old home, and 
she loved them too much to see them sac- 
rifice their lives for her. She wanted 
them to marry again and be happy, for 








they were young and beautiful. 
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She told them just what it would mean 
for them to go back to live among the 
Israelites. She told them of the law of 
Moses, and that they would be cut off 
from their own families and loved ones 
and would not be allowed to worship 
idols. Orpah kissed Naomi and went 
back, but Ruth clung to her and begged 


to go with her. Quote verses 16 and 17. 
She chose to leave her family, friends, 
and all to go with Naomi, live with her, 
love her friends, her people, and best 


of all to love her God. This is a beau- 
tiful picture of family life that we should 
teach in all its sweetness and beauty. 

(Have Calderon’s picture, “Ruth and 
Naomi,” and Laios’, “Ruth in the Barley 
Field.” ) 

In this world the best picture we have 
of Heaven is a home where love reigns 
supreme. 

Tell how Naomi and Ruth lived in 
Bethlehem. Describe the barley field 
where Ruth made a living for herself 
and Naomi. She was not lazy, but a 
good worker. God wonderfully provided 
for her. 

Tell of her marriage to Boaz, who was 
a godly man and a very rich man, 

Ruth 2:12 shows us that Ruth ac- 
cepted the Lord as her God and trusted 
him. God was carrying out his will and 
Ruth was the great-grandmother of Da- 
vid of the line of Jesus Christ. Ruth 
showed real faith in the Lord. 

Ruth turned away from home, friends, 
and loved ones, and left all to follow Na- 
omi. The sinner must turn away from 
ajl the world and follow Jesus Christ: to 
be saved. Let each one say, “Where He 
leads me I will go.” “God’s people shall 
be my people, and all my trust is in him.” 


Memory Verses 
Beginners: Ruth 1:16, “Thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God.” 
Primary: Ruth 1: 16. 
| Juniors: Ruth 1:16, 17. 
Fort WortH, Tex. 


Ruth 1:12, 
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Children at Home 








When the Book Talked 
By Chester E. Shuler 


eo ought to go with me to church 
this evening, Helen,” said Laura to 
her chum as they walked homeward to- 
gether from school one beautiful autumn 
afternoon. “Our pastor is holding a 
series of special evangelistic services now, 
and his sermons, especially for the young 
people, are so helpful. I wish you could 
hear some of them.” 

Helen laughed carelessly. “Don’t turn 
preacher, Laura,” she said. “I know I’m 
a giddy girl—that’s what most folks 
seem to think atiyway —and fond of a 
good time, and—” 

pause followed. “But, Helen —” 
Laura hesitated a bit. “But, Helen, 
dear, you know what the Bible says about 
our salvation— it’s something we must 
look after now. I hope you understand 
m ” 


e. 

“Yes, I think I do, Laura. But I'll 
take my chances for a while yet. How- 
ever, I'll say I appreciate your motive 
in speaking to me — you're a true friend, 
and I don’t mind going with you to 
church.” 

“Very well; we will go at 7.30. Will 
you come over to my house as soon as 
you’ve had your supper ?”’ 

And so it was arranged. Shortly after 
seven that evening Helen rang the bell 
at Laura’s home. Laura was in her 
room, and Helen was asked to go up. 

After a bit, Laura said, “Excuse me, 
Helen, but I want to help mother with 
the supper dishes. You will find my 
books in the case there, and here are 
my kodak albums. I hope you won’t be 
lonely. I'll not be gone long.” 

“Not at all Laura, I am sure I can 
amuse myself.” 

After Laura had gone to the kitchen, 
Helen arose and walked leisurely about 
the pleasant room — studied the pictures 
on the walls and the photograph of 
Laura’s mother and her sister that stood 
on the dresser. Just then her eye rested 
upon a little black Bible lying on the table 
near by. 

She picked it up idly. It appeared much 
used. Someway it seemed fitting that the 
little Bible should be Laura’s. 

The little Book fell open at a spot 
where the pages were much thumbed. It 
was marked there: John 3:16, “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” 

Helen turned the pages and read the 
next marked passage upon which her eyes 
fell—the first verse of the eighth chap- 
ter of Romans: “There is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit.” 

It was strangely fascinating to the 
girl who had never cared before to read 
the Bible. She turned over other pages 
and soon came upon another marked verse, 
“And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all 
men unto me.” 

Helen shut the: book impatiently. What 
was coming over her, anyway, that she 
should actually want to read the Bible? 
She was about to lay it back upon the 
table, when something impelled her to 
open it again. It opened at another well- 
thumbed passage, Ecclesiastes 12:1, “Re- 
member now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth” was underscored. 

Helen closed the Book again, but this 
time very gently, and replaced in on the 
table. What a good girl Laura was! 
What a fine, true friend! How reliable, 
and trustworthy, and clean-minded! Yes, 
she was different from the other girls 
she knew. Was it, after all, because in 
Laura’s life there was something — some- 
thing which came from her God — which 
she herself did not possess? Helen won- 
dered if that little black-covered Bible, 
with its marked passages, had anything to 
do with it. Was that why she was al- 
ways to be depended upon? Was it the 
reason she scorned a disloyal thought as 
well as a dishonorable action? 





“And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all 
men unto me.” 
_ “There is therefore now no condemna- 
tion to them which are in Christ Jesus.” 

It was very quiet in the little room; no 
sound was to be heard save the delicate 
ae: of the tiny clock on the man- 
tel. 

Helen looked at the picture of Laura’s 
mother, with her sweet face and tranquil 
eyes. 
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“It’s easy to see Laura has a good| *PANTOMIME FOR ‘‘IN THE GARDEN.” A 


mother,” she mused. And then she sighed. | . 
For Helen could not remember her own! p 


mother. 
but three. 

Again she opened the little Book. 

It opened readily at Psalm 90: 1, “Lord, 
thou hast been our dwelling place in all 
generations.” 

Again the girl sighed. 

How the marked passages accused her 
of wasted hours and neglected opportun- 
ities—of a life thus far spent abso- 
lutely with no thought of or care for 
that Heavenly Father who gave his only 
Son to a lost world! 

She repeated softly — for the words re- 
mained fresh in her memory still: “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlastins life.” 

A quick step on the stairs sounded, and 
Helen hastily replaced the Book on the 
table. Laura bounded merrily into the 
room, a bit of song on her lips, her pretty 
face wreathed in smiles. 

“Ready, Helen? Sorry to keep you 
waiting so long — there were more dishes 
than usual this evening.” 

“Yes, I’m ready — for the first time in 
my life,” replied Helen with a new and 
reverent gravity. Laura noted the seri- 
ousness of her chum all the way to 
church, but said nothing concerning it. 
She sent up a silent prayer to her Sav- 
iour that Helen’s heart might be touched. 

All through the sermon, which hap- 
pened to be especially applicable to young 
lives which were not being lived for God, 
Helen listened with rapt attention, drink- 
ing in with a strange eagerness the 
preacher’s message. : 

One of the ushers came to Laura’s side 
and whispered something into. her ear. 


She had died when. Helen was 


pee — then turned to Helen (BRONZE! ABLETS 


“The minister has requested that I 
sing a solo for the invitation number at 
the close of the sermon. You won’t mind 
if I leave you for a bit?” 

“No, Laura. Go.” 

Laura uttered a silent prayer for the 
Spirit’s guidance and stepped before the 
audience. 


“JT have a Saviour, he’s pleading in glory, 
A dear, loving Saviour, though earth- 
friends be few; 
And now he is watching in tenderness o’er 
me, 


Scarcely had she begun the second | 
verse when there was a slight commotion | 
in the audience, and a girlish figure arose 
and came forward. 

It was Helen. : 

Many in the crowd were surprised, but 
not so Laura. She only knew it was the 
answer to her fervent prayer, and was 
glad that her Saviour had used her to 
win her chum. 

And when, a week later, Helen told 
Laura of the part the little black-covered 
Bible, with its marked passages, had. 
played in helping her make the great 
decision of her life, Laura realized even 
more fully still the goodness of the 
Heavenly Father whom she loved so well. 

“That little Book seemed fairly to 
‘talk’ to me, Laura,” said Helen. “And it 
was truly the ‘Sword of the Spirit.’” 


Harrispurc, Pa. 
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If you have much to do with boys, 
Mr. Howard’s book of sixty-one “Boy- 
Talks” will prove to be a very great 
help’in what the talks contain, and in 
the way in which they get at the boy 
heart and boy life. It is issued by The 
Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
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‘help her? I want to help her, and I think 








| girls good advice, I know you can me. 





| that this girl is finding this out, is sad and 
| makes my heart ache with yours. 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 


return postage is enclosed. 
Dear Mother Ruth: As you give other 


I got a letter from a girl who used to live 
here, She got in trouble with a boy, and 
she was shunned and looked down upon. 
There were about four of us girls about 
the same age. Of course we were with 
her quite a bit. Our mothers wouldn’t let 
us be with her or hardly talk to her. 

I am the only one she has written to since 
she left. She says she gets lonesome and 
heartsick and wants me to write to her. 
Mother refuses to let me. Of course mothers 
know best, but don’t you think we should 
talk to her and try to bring her to her 
Saviour? Do you think we are treating 
her right, She hasn’t had the proper train- 
ing she should have had, or she would not 
have done as she did. 

But, Mother Ruth, is this showing true 
Christianity, when we don’t even try to 


we all should, instead of letting her fall into 
the depths of disgrace. How can we answer 
His call when we are not trying? I think 
I .could do more with her, as she always 
seemed like a sister to me, and has come to 
me and cried over the way she has been 
treated. I love her and want to help her so 
much. She asked me to pray for her and 
I have, and want you to, too. Maybe I am 
wrong, and if I am, please tell me what 
to do, for I feel I ought to help her and 
please pray for her and me also—ONE WHO 
WANTS TO DO RIGHT. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Your letter sets 

my mother heart thinking. I am all 
sympathy for the poor girl, in her suf- 
fering, and would like to help her, and at 
the same time I am all intent on pro- 
tecting you, and want you to do what 
God would have you do. 

Sin always makes us pay a fearful 
price! And for a girl especially, I feel 
she pays a double price! That it should 
not be so, you may argue all you want 
to, but the truth remains the same, it is 
not forgotten against her, except by God. 
He is our great sin-bearer, and he will 
forgive and forget, but the world has 
a good memory, and the devil helps them 
to remember. And the Bible says, “The 
way of the transgressor is hard”! And 


But, my little girl, your mother is 
right! You must honor her and be obe- 
dient to her command. She knows the 
penalty for the wrong doing, and the 
stigma it leaves behind, and how it might 
harm you. If I were you, I would never 
write a line that my mother did not 
permit and sanction. God will not ask 
you to disobey your mother in this. But 
if you want really to help this girl, you 
have the greatest power in the world 
you can use to do her the greatest good 
possible. You can intercede for her at 
the throne of mercy over and over again. 
God will hear and will answer, and help 
that girl, all through your asking, and 
blessings that would never have come 
to her will be hers because you have 
been to him in her behalf. Your judg- 
ment will be faulty, and you will not 
know how to pray for her, but he will 
interpret the wishes of your heart, and 
bless her in the best way for her future. 

One more thing you can do, you tan 
get your mother to help and get other 
Christian women to help, and they can 
give the girl all the advice and help in 
any other way that she needs. If when 
you get older you want to help in such 
cases, I am. sure you will be in God's 
business, and will please him greatly. But 
as a girl like yourself, I feel you must 
do as mother says. 

Ask. your mother to let you write and 
tell this girl how you will be praying for 
her continually, and ask her-to give her- 
self wholly to the Lord, and you will be 
surprised to see-how God will: work: for 


THE BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO. 


Announces the new Model BT BALOPTICON 


Model BT 
Balopticon ts 
JSeatured by:— 





1. A Cover-Carrying ase that is Practical and Convenient. The lower 
or shallow part is integral with the pedestal base, The deep or upper 
part fits over and completely protects the collapsed lantern. 

, 4 A Pedestal Base that permits the lantern to be tilted in two direc- 
tions. ‘The upward and downward tilt controls the height of the 
picture on the screen. The side tilt guarantees a horizontal picture 
no matter how uneven may be the table or supporting stand. _ 

3. The Standard Bausch & Lomb Optical Equipment, Body Design 
and Illuminating Unit. 

Write for descriptive literature. 


BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL CO, 
4 Desk E-161, 635 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. Y. 














How I Know God Answers Prayer 


By ROSALIND (Mrs. Jonathan) GOFORTH 
Mrs. Goforth knows because she has proved it—from guidance in th llest details of lif iver- 
ance in life and death struggles. An intimate and wondadel seomd: sominding ene of the fle ot 
George Mueller. $1.25, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 











her and for you (Eph, 6:1, 2, 3). 


Six Weeks’ Bible Conference 


JULY 1 TO AUGUST 12, INCLUSIVE 


Gull Lake, Michigan 


A wonderful place to spend 
your vacation. 
One of the most beautiful 
lakes in this country. 
Two speakers a day. 
The balance of the time for 
rest and recreation. 


Between Battie Creek 
and K alamazoo 








Free Camping Grounds 
for Tents. 


REV. E. J. PACE 
W. S. HOTELL 


A partial list of the speakers: 
. E. NEIGHBOUR DR. MUNHALL 
DR. LEON TUCKER 


DR. R. E. 
DR. MAX WERTHEIMER 


MR. RALPH CARR, Song Leader. 


For catalogues write: MR. 1. ROGERS, Secretary, 
449-452 Houseman Building, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

















American ID° 

pte Nelson Standard Bible 
iis THE GIFT FOR CHILDREN’S DAY 

Enjoy the 


Let them make it their silent companion. 
simplicity of its language—beauty of diction. 


The Bible of our day, the ideal version for children— 
the work of the world’s ablest scholars of all the princi- 


pal evangelical denominations. 


Nelson Bibles in all sizes, types and styles of 


binding are obtainable wherever Bibles are sold. 


The American Standard Bible text has been adopted o all leading Colleges, Theolog- 
ical Seminaries, Y. M.C. A., Y. W.C. A., and Bible Schools throughout the United States. 


The American Standard Bible text is used by over 13,000,000 scholars from which to 
study the International, graded, or othe: Bible lessons 


FREE BOOKLET 








. THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


An attractive 36-page booklet entitled “ The Story Authorized [wb tihors ‘for the American 
of Our Bible,” published at 10c re copy, telling 381 A Fourth Avenue, New York City 
how the Bible came down through the ages, and Deas mph Ploasg sed es nn Soe of 
200k ” Ro e Story of OurBible 


containing many facts of vital interest, will be sent 
FREE on request to any one mentioning this 
advertisement. 


This does not obligate me in any way 
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Hospitable, homelike. For more than 
fifty years, these two delightful hotels, 
now combined in ownership and man- 
agement, have been the natural choice 

cultivated, interesting. people—bent 
on happy, health-giving days by the sea. 


In addition to Sea Bathing and Board- 

walk activities: Golf, Tennis, Yacht- 

ing, Fishing. 

_ _ American Plan Only. Always Open 
Illustrated Folder and rates on reauest. 


LEEDS and LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


In the very center of things 
on the Beach and the Boardwalk. 
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The full story of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
Now available in book form 


A NEW INVASION 
OF BELGIUM 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD 














6 Bee: story of the most remarkable evangelizing 
movement of our times in Continental Europe, 
—the Belgian Gospel Mission, beginning in the 
war-time evangelism among Belgian soldiers, and 
resulting in an established, rapidly growing work 
throughout Belgium to-day. 


2 The present religious condition and needs in 
i Belgium are'set forth, with heart-stirring, personal 
ot ei in the Jives of modern witnesses to the 
aith. 


A book for every Christian, for every student of 
modern Missions. 





Fully illustrated, 224 pages, $2, postpaid. 
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A Really Christian Novel 


This article reviews “The High 

Way,’ by Caroline Atwater Mason 

(Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, $2). 


With all the literary skill of the 
, able writer that she is, Mrs. Caro- 
line Atwater Mason has written, in “The 
High Way,” a novel of a sort of which 
there have been few if any others in our 
generation. With full recognition and 
intimate knowledge of the latest devel- 
opments in Modernism, her theme is the 
irreconcilable conflict between the Mod- 
ernists and the truly believing Christians, 
— between those who believe, and those 
who deny, the Word of God. 

With gripping interest this theme runs 
through the entire book. But at no time 
is this truly Christian motif allowed to 
interferc with writing of a high order. 
So often religious stories, which are all 
that could be desired as to truth and the 
Christian faith, are weak and common- 
place in their execution, and therefore 
uninteresting and of little value. ‘The 
High Way” is a conspicuous exception 
to the regrettably average run of such 
stories. 

Its keen, merciless exposure of the 
subtleties of Modernism, its technical 
knowledge of the turns and shades of 
theological nicety, its complete unmasking 
of the true animus of Modernism, to- 
gether with its setting forth with proper 
realism of present-day life in both its 
worldly and, its Christian phases, are un- 
usual to a rare degree. If “flappers,” or 
society women, or college or seminary 
men who sympathize with Modernism, 
pick up this book and read it, they will 
find the worlds they live in accurately 
pictured. And believing Christians also 
will find the truth, and the only truth, as 
revealed in Jesus Christ alone and the 
perfect Word of God, set forth with 
fidelity. 

Although published only this year, the 
book is already in its fourth edition, and 


to read it, from later teens up. It is a 


ological seminary, and in’ the torn- 
asunder, wrecked lives of many theologi- 
cal students and churches. But it shows 
the truth and the Way out. 


Bible Doctrines (By William M. 
Smith) .—It is always refreshing to reada 
summary of Christian doctrine written by 
a man who lives in personal touch with 
God. Although the study of doctrine is 
always of the greatest interest and im- 
portance, it is possible so to present the 
subject that the heart is entirely without 
nourishment. This cannot be said about 
Mr. Smith’s presentation. The book is 
clear and forcible, and shows the writer 
to be an independent thinker. Many will 
differ from his view that men are born 
into a state of “passive justification,” 
which is lost as soon as the age of ac- 
countability is reached, and they commit 
sin. There will not be entire agreement 
with his position on the question of sanc- 
tification. He takes the position that 
“the carnal nature may be removed,” 
thus differing from the generally ac- 
cepted view of the subject. However, 
the book has real merit, and if it is read 
with these points in mind it will be found 
to-be helpful and instructive.. (Union 
Bible Seminary, Westfield, Ind., $1.) 


Basal Beliefs. (By Robert Gracey Fer- 
guson).—“The man without a creed is as 
much to be pitied as the man without a 
country. He anchors nowhere in the wide 
domain of truth,’ writes Robert Gracey 
Ferguson in the Foreword to this entirely 
delightful book. Taking the three main 
statements of the Apostles’ Creed as an 
outline, he has written a clear and original 
defense of the foundation: beliefs of our 
most holy faith. His. style-is easy and 
readable, and his quotations from other 














writers are happy and discriminating. 


Bible Conferences 


Missionary Conventions 


Christian and Missionary Alliance 


SUMMER OF 1924 





1. Canadian, at Toronto.....May 29-June | 
2. Distric. Convention of Alliance 
Branch No. 2, Pittsburgh...June 1-15 


3. Western District at Chicago, Ill. June 5-12 
4. St, Pak Mitnaisincs 00055 sci0s June 13-22 
5. N.Y. State—Delta Lake, June 29-July 6 
6. Hebron, Mass.........++++- June 29-July 6 
7. Asbury Park, N. J............ July 11-20 
8. Eastern District at 
- Mahaffey, Pa...:.......seseeee July 18-27 
9. Maritime Provinces of Canada, 
at_Knowlton..........-. July 28-Aug. 3 
10. Old Orchard, Me.............++ Aftg. 1-10 
11. Central District at 
Beulah Beach, Ohio........ Aug. 15-24 


20: 








For programs or further information write 


CONFERENCE SECRETARY 
690 Eighth Avenue, New York City 





every one in the home circle will want]: 


scathing and heart-breaking. exposure of | | 
the situation as it exists in many a 
“Christian” ~ home to-day, ‘many a the-| ; 











Shall Christianity 
Remain Christian ? 
Even more 
timely and 
appealing than 
“InHis Image,” 
Mr. Bryan’s 
new book clears 
the air of doubt 
-and presents 
the facts of the Bible as clear 
as sunlight --- showing you 
where YOU stand. _ 


Seven Questions 


in Dispute 
By WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 


is a book for every Christian 


to read and enjoy, xext to the 
Bible itself. 


YOU will bless the author for his 
clear reasoning and practical appli- 
cation, marvelling the while at the 
forcefulness with which he brings 
home to you vital truths about: 
The Inspiration of the Bible 
The Deity of Christ 
The Virgin Birth 
The Blood Atonement 
The Bodily Resurrection of Jesus 
The Miracles of Our Lord 
The Origin of Man 
A book that everyone in your home will 
read, and which you will wish to lend ta 
many a friend! 
Cloth, $1.25 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


1031 WaLnuT ST., PHILADELPHIA 
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Lesson for May 25 Jeremiah 7 ; 1-26; 9 
1§ 31-10; 1831-12; 25: 1-14; 2631-24; 36: 1-32; 





GOING TO THE 
Glasgow Convention? 


Make Your New York Reservations 
at One of the 


Manger“ Hotels 


NEW YORK CITY 


ROOMS... ..- cece - +» »-$2.00Up 
ROOMS WITH BATH...... 3.00Up 


Grand Hotel, pst St. and Broadway. 

Navarre Hotel, 7th Ave. and 38th Street. 

Hermitage Hotel, 7th Ave. and 42nd Street. 

Endicot ¢ Hotel, 8zst St. and Columbus Avenue. 
Facing Manhattan Square Park. 

Wolcott Hotel, 4 West 3rst St. Off sth Ave. 

Cumberland Hotel, th St. and Broadway. 

Martha Washington Hotel (exclusively for women) 

29 East 2oth Street. 


At the Following Hotels: 


pee a en $2.50 Up 
ROOMS WITH BATH - 3.50 Up 


Netherland Hotel, sth Ave. and sgh Street. 
Faces Beautiful Central Park. 
Great Northern Hotel, 118 West 57th Street. 
Woodstock: Hotel, 127 West 43rd Street 
Hore Times SQUARE (formerly Hotel Elaman), 
255 West 43rd St. Just west of Broadway. 
(Separate floors for women) 1000 outside rooms. 


Withrunning water... . . $2.00 per day 
With connecting bath. . . . 2.50 per day 
With private bath... . . 3.00 per day 


$12.00 to $18.00 weekly for one person 
18.00 to 24.00 weekly for two persons 


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 


Why do the Prophetic Time Periods of Daniel 12 
Expire Simultaneously the Present Year? 














2500syears ago the question was asked ““ How Long Shallt 
it be to the End>?” (Dan. 12: 6). It was answer 
FOUR PERIODS, but the meaning of was’ sealed” 


That time has come and those periods are found to cul- 
minate in a single year — 1924. 

Is not this the “‘ finished mystery” of Rev. 10: 7? 

Send for a booklet, “HOW LONG TO THE END,” 
explaining this important matter. . 


Price, 35 cents ‘or 3 for $1.00. _€No stainps) 


W. R. YOUNG, 4481 Mission Drive, 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.-_ - 


(Continued from the preceding page) 
His language is temperate, and there is a 
refreshing absence of that bitterness too 
often found in apologetic literature. 
Further, the book contains a” devotional 
element which charms and captivates the 
heart, even as its reasoning delights the 
mind. It is a splendid book to put into 
the hands of young Christians. (The 
Crescent Press, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 


When the East is in the West (By 
Maude Madden).—These ten true stories 
of the limited lives—often sorrowful 
and sometimes shameful —of our Japa- 
nese neighbors on our own Pacifi¢ coast, 
are fold with sympathy and charm. They 
reveal the fine ideals and devoted service 
of some of these Japanese who have be- 
come Christians. The lesson is plain, and 
the appeal to our sense of responsibility 
for this missionary field within our gates 
is urgent. One cannot follow the author 
so heartily in her evident feeling about 
the citizenship question. Such a matter 
invelves far-reaching issues with which 
only the State can cope; it is not ex- 
pected nor desired of the church, (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 


Saving America’s Youth (By Joseph 
T. Larsen).—The crux of the coming 
days lies in the Christian development 
or non-development of the younger gene- 
ration. To date the influences about it 
seem to be pulling it downward, for the 
sake of the pecuniary profit of a few. 
The author of this book does not mince 
words, but goes to the heart of the whole 
young people’s problem, suggesting some 
things which must be done to remedy the 
situation. Workers with young people 
will find ‘these pages full of instructive 
and useful information. (Chicago- 
Bladet Pub. Co., 3477 N. Clark St., Chi- 
cago, 50 cents). 
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(T he Young People’s 
'.Prayer-Meeting — 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 
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[im WINSTON - INTERNATIONAL 


SCHOLARS BIBLES 
peciall cpared. Helps to 
8 

Bible Study en's At: “a ctive 

Mlustrations suitable for children. 

-_ Send-for Illustrated Catalog 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Publishers 
mertcan Bible ters 
250 Winston Building 











THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World’s 
Great Paintings. Size, 554x8. 
TWO CENTS EACH 
for 25 or more. Send 50c for 
25 Art Subjects or 25 on Life 
of Christ,or five rox12 size re- 
ligious subjects. No two alike. 
Heautiful 64-page Catalogue 
for 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry. Pictures Co. 
Box 96, Matpen, Mass. 


THE ANNOTATED BIBLE 


By A. C. GAEBELEIN, Editor of “* Our Hope”’ 


A NEW COMMENTARY ON THE WORD OF GOD 


9 volumes, cloth binding, 335 pages per volume. 
PRICE, $18.00. Pay us $2.00 per month 
This work has been welcomed by all the leading Bible 
teachers. Send for further particulars. Catalogue Free. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn St., Dept. T, Chicago. Ill. 


Agito Owners, Attention! 


Is yours a Ford, Chevrolet, Star, Overland, 
Maxwell, or Durant? Then it deserves 
THE “ ERICSON VAPORIZER” which 
increases the mileage, insures easy starting, 
eliminates carbon, lengthens the life of the 
car, and adds to the pleasure of driving it. 
P E, $1.00; Maxwell and Durant, 
1.502 Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money 
ck. Christian Agents Wanted Liberal 
Commission. Send check or money order, 
make of car, to 


THE ERICSON CO., 1235 Fourteenth Ave., Rockford, Ils. 
WHEN WILL CHRIST COME? 


by J. Upton. An exposition in_ readable form; price 























June 1. In His Steps. VI. How Jesus Faced 
Duty. Matt. 3:15; John 9:4; Luke 22: 

- 42. (Consecration meeting.) 

June 8. Chtistian Courtesy. 1 Peter 3 :8- 
13; Rom. :12:'16.°.' 

June 15. Memories: .a:Blessing or a Curse. 

“~~ Prov. 10:73 Luke 15 : 17; . 26 : as. ; 

June 22. Discovering the Christian Endeavo 
Pledge. Neh. 8 : 1-3, 5, 6, 8. 


Sunday, May 25 
Have Bufiness and Commerce. Helped 
or Hindered Missionary Work? 
(Acts 19 : 23-28) 





Mon.—Help by teaching diligence (Prov. 
27 : 23-27). 

Tues.—By teaching industry (2 Thess. 
337-10). ‘ : 

Wed.—By glorifying labor (Gen. 2 : 8-17). 

Thurs.—Greed hinders (Eccl. 4: 5-8). 

Fri.—Vice hinders (Isa. 5:11, 12, 20-25). 

Sat.—Injustice hinders (James 5: 1-6). 











How has ‘ce 
missions? 

What harm have some business men done 
to missions in foreign lands? 

How may Christian business men help 
missions 7 





IT IS important to remember that the 

business contacts which those in for- 
eign lands have with Americans enable 
them to judge of our Christianity just as 
much as do contacts with our mission- 
aries. They see both sides of American 
life, the secular and the religious, and 
it is unfortunate that often the secular 
seems to them to be un-Christian. Fur- 
ther, it often seems to be so because 
it is so. This condition is not universal, 
but it is common, A few years ago a 
prominent native of India in scorching 
language upbraided the people of America 
for sending missionaries, whiskey, and 
firearms to his country, and all in the 
same ship! 

ye 


There is something very sobering about 





sixpence. Sold by Fricker’s, Ltd., 84 Westo ill, 
Upper Norwood, London, S. E., Enctaed, athe: 





all this. The commercial representatives 


ly helped | 


Sta THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


of a nation will, in the long run, pretty 
accurately express its habits and princi- 
ples of life. If ours were a Christian 
nation, in the real sense of the term, 
we should not have this problem. It is 
such facts as these which ought to make 
us see more clearly than ever the con- 
trast between bare civilization, and Chris- 
tianity. It is a call to us to see that 
this nation is won to Christ, who alone 
can make it pure. 
oe 


But there is another side to it too, 
which we should not forget. That is, 
that much of the territory now open to 
evangelization was first effectually opened 
in the interests of trade. Commerce and 
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evangelization have no essential quarrel 
with each other. Much land has been 
entered by missionaries first, and by 
traders when the way has been made safe 
for business. Any commerce which is 
run on Christian principles cannot but be 
a help to missionary effort, since it will 
be a practical demonstration of Chris- 
tianity in action. And that is the ideal 
for which we should work and pfay. 

If God called you to be a business man in 
foreign mission lands, what sort do you think 
you would be, if you were in just the same 
spiritual condition you are now? 

Read and meditate on Matthew 7: 5. 
it apply to you? 

Princeton, N. J. “ 


Does 














CONCISE—COMPLETE—STIMULATING— 


' Mar _Invernational 











PRACTICAL—PERMANEN7T—TESTED 





very important chapter, too. 
healthy class. 


based on the “‘ Merit System.’’ 


co-operation maintained. 


presence, ‘‘A’’ for absence. 


No. 1 For 13 names. 
No. 2 For 24 names. 
No. 3 For 50 names. 


of records. 


53 W. Washington Street, 





OUR class books write the first chapter in your Sunday School history. It is a 
Mere attendance is no longer sufficient for a 
Hence it is necessary to have books in which the actual progress is 
noted. Meigs’ class books have been arranged for this very purpose. 
This enables a school to determine what classes 
are making a perfect record week after week, and which classes are not coming up 
to the standard. Where the merit system is used, prompi regular attendance, a 
creditable offering and a studied lesson are secured, class interest is aroused and 


THE OLD EASY WAY OF MARKING—If the Merit method of marking does 
not suit you, the book is just as good as it has always been for marking ‘‘P"’ for 


CLASS ENVELOPES—Each book has a strong, heavy, open-end envelope, 
pasted on inside of back cover, in which to put the’tlass offering. 


CAPACITY AND PRICES 
Brews «. ba ao. 


Price. . 
Pree; a « 


A MAN ‘* FROM MISSOURI”? WHO DOESN’T HAVE TO BE TOLD, AND 
KNOWS HOW TO TELL OTHERS 

Our school adopted the Meigs Class Books and Honor Roll in September, and 
almost immediately began to see results in the way of increased Regularity and 
Punctuality of attendance ; also increased number of ‘‘ givers.'’ 
amount of offerings increased from an average of 85 cents per Sunday to over $1.50 
per Sunday. At the end of the first quarter we had 25 Honor Roll members, 
which was nearly 40 per cent of our average attendance. we 


I attribute all our new interest to the adoption and use o 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Kindly Mention S. S. Times. 


They are 


7 cents each 
- . .10 cents each 
. 15 cents each 


As a-result the 


this stimulating system 


Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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\ Life Annuity Contracts 


For Seventeen Years 
The Moody Bible Institute 


THE Moopy BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Founded 1886 


Dept AL, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


Tata N 
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one.’ 





unto the lowed: 


which the Church is kept in her blissful 


as Jeremiah’s and Paul’s had. Jf the 
Church in the homeland weve what it 
should be, the heart-rending Macedonian 
cries from a thousand fields abroad could 


to; and yet there are pastors and leaders, 


and even some missionary societies, that 
seem to have little interest in the arousing 


Mon.—Jeremiah 26: 1-7. Jeremiah’s Warning. 





and it was chosen, not by Jeremiah,’ (See Hosea 6:8; 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for May 25).MAY 10, 1924 


but by the Lord (v. 2). God selects not 


°a., ° only his messengers, but also exactly their 
For Family Worship field, and then gives them even the mes- 


By the Director of the sage. Here it was literally verbal in- 
Great Commission Prayer League spiration: “All the words. 


Prayer SucGcestions: Jonathan Go- 

Following the Home Daily Bible Read- forth, one of the best-known Presbyterian 
ings on the latersational Uaitorm Sunda bay missionaries in fi hina, bey ve 3 Me e need 
ool Lessons, issue 1S SRST ROS not now B agp or Bd 4 oors, for they 
Sunday Sched! Lesson Commities. are already open, and the fields are white 


. . They lack in Spirit- 
“Weeping Prophets’ filled reapers. We need a dozen bands 
N ENGLISH writer has declared that | /#ke ours in the Changteh district, BuT 
what the Church needs to-day, as| THEY ARE NOT IN SIGHT. Pray! 
truly as did Israel, are weeping prophets | Tues.—Jeremiah 26 : 8-16. 
of the fearless, incorruptibl eremiah Jeremiah and the Babylonian Crisis. 
type; and further: “We need eaders and Three voices are heard: 
people who are capable of grasping the | prophet’s, the false priests’ and prophets’, 
situation, as it is in reality in God’s sight,| the princes’ and people’s. 
unaffected by the chloroform of unscrip-| tain “priests and prophets” 
tural teaching and precepts of man, with | ceive God’s message is nothing 
the messagey The message itsel 
dream of self-satisfaction; leaders whose | judge them (John 12: 48). 
‘great heaviness and continual sorrow’ of discernment of the “ 
heart should have some practical issue,” | exceeds that of ecclesiasti 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
writes. Jonathan Goforth, 
men and women gave in Yea pay as 

inquirers; in another village, in three 
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sideration of the needs of the great un-| east, and west, wherever you are, DON’T : 
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